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J. Edgar Hoover
The Federal Buream of Investigai:ion

Washington, D.6G.
O

" My Qear Sir: ,(

While watching the Today ‘Bhow on Oct 11, 1965, at 8:30 to 9:00
AdMe I was saddened and sickened at the éffort put forth by Hugh
Downs and Rex tout te. discnedit the F.Bil. during the time.

Y aut

o

They wore discussing Stout s recent book -- THE DOOR BELL RANG.
This sald book was undoubtly written for the sole purpgse of trying
te show up the F.B.l. as an un-American, dictatorial organization.
While telling of the background for this book, Stout made some
very personal remarks in regards to the fact that yé'n had Spoken
out againﬂ some of our great men (Martin Luther Kifg) and-also,
the Attornéy General's Office. v

‘As I say, the whole thing seems to be an effort to discredit you
and the F.B,1° in the eyes of the public, ;;,

,-..
.
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I hope that I am-not ‘teking too much liberty in writing to you in.
this regard. .

' Youra vervy trulv,

o
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PeS. I am also writing the Hon. Strom Thurmond and telling
of this ‘incindent.
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. . . Rex Todhunter Stout \
Dear Mr. Hoover- d

If you can possibly fit this in I
think you will be glad you came-

L COPY mpd ) - Rex Stout /s/
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] Dear Hr, Stows: = = &5 2
'} . - Your Eind note and invitation = T
to gitend "TheMyth Thot Threaieng ihe = i
’ Horlds ¥ at #hd CGoronet Theaver on '~ = I ey
; LEieaber 4, 1949, have been received and %S..:\:"l
your cordiali#y and though#”ulness are- DR v,
smcerely appregiateds =g
- I regret that I on unable to ceceph :‘T»_‘::f
your gracious invitation as prewious commitments j
preclud& my attendance at 'bhe 'b;mg speoified. '
StncérEIy yours, L
Jﬁla &PEbmxm
' l - ‘ < . -‘-:“5-:: i/;
M‘ NOTE: 100—29113 re[lects Rew'Stout has been assocwu ed
] . with various organizations and activities some of whicHk .
\ have had Gommunist influences., In 1938 the r{esterml'fcrrkgrm

carried-an article which sbtated Rew Jtout, -omonyg o:{:her‘q;vh o

4 would be a contributer of articles or stories appedring
irn the 25th Anniversary issue of New Masses.
- guest speaker at the dnnual dinner for- the League for z;
Mytual Aid, which group engaged In VErious GCHLULTTES

including that of operating an employmen® agency and bail
c'omm;ma;‘s i Par-(:y and.- allied organi-—

fund for members of the
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~ Memorandum o el

> Mr. Convad____

TO DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: §/12/65 31 Mr. Felte

ATTN,.: CRIME RECORDS Mr. Gale________
: Mr, Rosen______.

;. . J Mr. Sullivan____
(C, NEW YORK (80-216) M. Tavel o

Mr. Trotter
5 a3 K Tele. Room

LL RANG" . | Miss Holmes___
TR { Miss Ganay.

x |

ﬁnclosed is f\p._hdtostat of the proofs of "The
Doorbell Rang" by REX-STOUT. | 70/

A perusal of this manuscript reflects that the M\
Bureau and the Director are mentioned on numerous occas:.ons@ 7

many of which are not favorable to the Bureau's\ image.

These proofs were obtained on a confidential b6

basis from| ___1 who is a b7C
mcoxigium_thg_uifq. The original proofs were returned b7D
=to R . .

L n Qe b
Ij e, et H
iy T ;

y B3 :} M o A /0@"25?"{3&]0

' ' >y VR £
\:}/ﬁ@% _ u?}b&ﬂ . 209 2 MAYéﬂSBS
- {.

Ve o6 |
¢

Eﬁ! X

3

n
\

%
\

—— [t
X
@" Bureau (Enc, lENCLOSUB n '
- New York (89-216)' @9%‘/“ ) CRIME CH.
TR, - o i
RGrend  Fila" 22 . gy - NED

g EORNATON G
WEREIL I Ut
DATE#22




e S e e\

“”.

»:l \" M
' QPRIONAL FORM NO. 10 *oe \/
BAY 1962 SOITION  _
os/qeN eto. yho. 27 ,

- ' UNITED STATES GC’ < AT

-

.- Memorandum
TO :  Mr. DeLoach o ‘ DATE: 5.-20-65 . ‘_ ) & sen -
FROM : M A W V : . §i
. .{?oa Y4 ‘ b7C |-
p foAade
SUBJECT: "THJ%O/OI:BELL RANG!...
ME%ERY NOVEL _ \’\\\
BY REXETOUT \S,
¥
<\
s.YNOPSI?
o3

¥ The New York Office has furnished the Bureau an advanced proof copy
of a new Néro Wolfe mystery novel by Stout which is critical of thé FBL. The proof
Was’ obta.med from a confidential source at ""The New York Times. " ﬁ

P

E

Rev1ew of Book- Th1s -vicious hook depicts the FBI in the worst possible- hght Fre
{Cook's "The, FBI Nobody Knows, ' plays a significant rdle in the plot. S Nero Wolfe,.
Stout's hero in theibook, is contacted in New York City by a wealthy zﬁatron, Rachel

%Bruner, who ‘desires to hire Wolfe to stop FBI barassment of her. Mrs. Bruner
claims-the harassment began after she purchased 10, 000 copies of '"The FBI Nobody-

, . Knows™" and sent them to prominent people. She states the FBI ‘had beendcappmg her

‘telephones and had placed her under constant surveillance. Wolfe mdg{cates that she
could have expected such treatment from the FBIL. He accepts the agsignment from |
‘Bruner and is-paid a.$100, 000 retainer fee. In this manner, Rex Stﬂout establishes thé

ﬁ‘ﬁiﬁﬁaﬂaemﬁmﬁm #f his book. .
EX-102 REcau/aa_,’Eq H%'}
2 As the plot unfolds, Nero Wolfe receives mformahomfrom 2:New York

police mspec’cor that three FBI Agents were suspected of having md“rderedwa writer in
his apartment ‘after illegally entering his apartment to steal matemal he- ha.d gathered
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caught them going through his apartment. This suspicion was 1ncr1=asedx‘bﬂecause the
bullet which.killed the writer had been removed from the apartmenttéas had all the
writer's notes Despite harassment by the FBI, Wolfe cohducts his mve‘shgatlon in

such a mannet that he is able to convey the impression to the New York Office of the

FBI that he has evidence bearing on the murder. Wolfe arranges a trap for the FBl in
his home and this pays off when he ahd his associates capture two FBI Agents at gunpoint
inside the Wolfe residence after they-had entere 111ega]1y to steal the ewden?s‘e* Wolfe
takes the Agéiit's credentials and uses his possession of these items as a Jeéver to force
the FBI to dlscontm & ts ha;cas nt of Rachef Bruner. He deals with one "Richard Wiagg)'
who is depicted as the Speclal 'Agéht¥ih Chargé of the New York Offige and Wragg admits
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M. A. Jones to Del.oach memo
RE: THE DOORBELL RANG

harassment of Mrs. Bruner and agrees to discontinue this to preclude Wolfe's using
the credentials in prosecutive action against the FBI. Wolfe, during the investigation,
had determined that the writer had actually been killed by his girl friend but he forces
Wragg to give the police the bullet which had been removed by his agents from the
writer's apartment. Rex Stout concludes this book with a contemptuous reference to
the Director. Although not mentioning him, he writes that the "big fish" from
Washington (an obvious reference to the Director) attempted to call on Wolfe at his

home in New York but that Wolfe refused to see him and left him standing outside his
door ringing the bell.

Rex Stout, who is 79 years old, has been a member of or affiliated with
numerous organizations _:which have been connected with communist groups or identified
as communist fronts. In 1941, an informant reported that Rex Stout was allegedly a
member of the Communist Party The files do not reflect previous criticism by Stout
of the Director or the FBI and on 12-7-62 Stout wrote the Director inviting him to becomsé

a member of the Authors Gu11d of the Authors League of Amerlca Th1s mwtatxon was
declineg , Ki] ress is a repu publi

RECOW?NDATIONS° WM 7 wm

1. That Stout be designated as a person not tob tacted mthout rior

1 Bureau approval. 6
, e /' ,

"’%//

2. That the attached letter to all SAC's be approved and returned to the
Crime Records Division for appropriate processing. This letter advises of the forth-
coming release of "The Doorbell Rang" and instructs that any inquiries received i
concerning the book should be answered with a statement that the FBI has no comment
other than that the book is a fictienal work which presents a false and distorted picture
of the FBI and that any Agents conducting themselves in the manner depicted in this
book would be subject to immediate dismissal. L ’? g//

oy\%f(\/
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M. A. Jones to Deloach Memo b6
RE: THE DOORBELL RANG b7C
. o . . 7D
' DETALLS

The New York. Office has furnished the Bureau a Photostat of the
advanced proofs of 2 new. mystery novel.by Rex Stout, *The Doorbell Rang, ' which
is critical of the FBI. This is another in a series relating to Stout's chief mystery
character, Nero Wolfe. The book, which is being published by Viking Press, was

the New York Office conf1dent1a.11y from|
contact of that office. It is noted this is. an uncorrected proof of the novel
or advanced review and the book is not scheduled for release until October, 19865.

REVIEW OF BOOK:

-

This.is a vicious book which puts the FBI in the worst possible light.
Within its scope as fiction, it is almost as scurrilous an attack on the Bureau as Fred
Cook's **The FBI Nobody Knows.' Cook's book, in fact, plays a significant role in the
plot of this novel, and it.appears that Stout may have taken some of his ma.tenal from
that-book.for. developmg his plot as it relates to the FEI.

The hero of the book is, of course, Nero Wolfe, and the story is told
by. Wolfe's close assistant, Archie Goodwin, a literary device which Stout has used
throughout his Nero Wolfe series. In substance, the book involves the following action:

A wealthy New York matron, Rachel Bruner, contacts Wolfe at his
residence in New York City claiming she is being harassed by the FBI, that her phones
are being tapped and that she and her associates are under constant survelllance. She
engages Wolfe for $100, 000 to have the harassment stopped. Wolfe is at first
reluctant to take the job because the FBI is a.;powerful antagonist but the large retainer
persuades him. Mrs. Bruner claims the harassment began after she purchased

"10, 000 copies of "The FBI Nobody Knows" and sent them to prominent people all over

the country. In this regard, she asks of Wolfe (concerning the Director), “"Does that
megalomaniac think he can hurt me ?** ‘Wolfe indicates that she could have expected no:
other treatment from the FBI. Wolfe also states that he was impressed by Cook's

book and, with minor quahﬁcatmns, agreed with Cobk's oplmon of the ¥FBI and Mx.
Hoover.

With this interview, Rex Stout.establishes the FBI as the arch villain,
arrayed in all its power against Wolfe who single~handedly sets out to beat it. Through
a New York City police inspector, who is antagonistic toward the Bureau, Archie
Goodwin learns thatihree FBI Agents were strongly suspected of having murdered




M. A. Jones to Deloach Memo
RE: THE DOORBELL RANG

a writer who was gathering material for a series of articles on the Bureau. This

man's body was found in his apartment, and through investigation, the inspector
determined that #wee F BI Agents had illegally entered the writer's residence on the

night he was killed for the purpose of stealing the material he had gathered on the

FBI. It was suspected that the writer caught the Agents going through his apartment,
drew a gun and was shot to death by one of the Agents. This suspicion was increased .
by the fact that. the bullet which killed the writer had been removed from the apartment,
apparently by the murderer, and that all the W;:iter's notes were missing.

Ba:sed on this information Wolfe begins his investigation, although
harassed by the FBI which attempts to have his private detective license revoked,

puts him and his associates under surveillance and apparently places a tap on his
telephone.

Wolfe is not concerned with whether or not the FBI did commit the
murder, but he perceives that he can use this incident to convinse the New York Office
of the FBI that he has evidence bearing on the crime. Through a series of moves, he
is able to convey this impression. Having done this, Wolfe arranges a trap for the
FBI in his home, .fully expecting that an attempt will be made to illegally enter his
residence to steal the evidence. His trap pays off when he and his associates capture
two FBI Agents at gunpoint inside the Wolfe home after they had entered by picking a
door lock. Wolfe takes the Agents' credentials, explaining that these gave him
incontestable evidence that FBL Agents had committed a felony in entering his home.

Wolfe uses his possiéssion of the credentials as a lever to force the
FBI to discontinue its harassment of Mrs. Bruner. He deals with one '"Richard Wragg,"
who is depicted as the Special Agent in Charge of the New York Office. Wragg admits
to Wolfe that the FBI had been harassing Mrs. Bruner and agrees. to disconfinue.this
activity to preclude Wolfe using the credentials in prosecutive action against the FBI.

During their investigation, Wolfe and Goodwin had determined that the
Agents who broke into the Writer's apartment had not killed the writer but that he had
been shot by his girl friend, Wolfe furnishes this information to the New York Police
Department and forces Wragg to give the police the bullet which his Agents had

removed from the dead writer's apartment.

The book concludes with the FBI slandered as an organization wh:.ch
is not above committing almost any illegal act to destroy its enemies or protect its
reputation. On the last page, in a few paragraphs of contemptuous writing that do
nothing to develop the plot, Rex Stout expresses his personal hostility toward the

-3—




- the "big fish* from Washington was at the door (an obvious reference to the Director).

M. A. Jones to DeLoach Memo
RE: THE DOORBELL RANG

Director without actually mentioning him by name. He writes that the doorbell rang
at Wolfe's home and Goodwin looked out to identify the :‘caller. He tells Wolfe that

Goodwin Btates that the visitor is honoring Wolfe with a visit but Wolfe states, "I have

nothing for him. Let him get a sore finger.™ The book then ends with this sentence:
"The doorbell rang."

INFORMATION IN BUFILES: Do

‘Our files reflect that Stout, who is 79 years old, has been a member

of, affiliated with or has lent his name and prestige to numerous organizations which
have been affiliated with communist groups or identified as communist front n 1941,
a confidential informant of the New Haven Office reported that Rex Stout and ‘
|? _ | were allegedly members of the Communist Party. The

iles do not reflect previous criticism by Stout of the Director or the FBI, and, in
fact, on 12-7-62 Stout wrote the Director inviting him to become a member of the
Authors Guild of the Authors League of America. Stout was membership committee
chairman at that time. Stout was advised by letter of 12-13-62, over Miss Gandy's
-signature, that Mr. Hoover was unable to accept his invitation.

The Viking Press is 2 reputable publisher with which we have had little
contact in the ya-st.

{but we declined 10 become involved in the matter.

b7D

OBSERVATIONS:

The plot of this'book is weak and it will probably have only limited public
acceptance despite Stout's use of the FBI in an apparent bid for sensationalism to
improve sales. The false-and distorted-picture of the FBI which Stout sets forth is an
obvious reflection of his leftist leanings as indicated in our files. K is believed that
Stout should be placed on the list of persons not to be contacted and that a letter should
be sent to all SACs advising of the-forthcoming release of this book in order that any
inquiries concerning the book can be answered.




