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My deAl' Sir: ~- ·, ___ 
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I While watching the Today. ShQi. Vi on Oct 11, 1965, at 8:30 to 9 :00 
A.M. I was saqdened and s~.c~ened at the effort put forth by Hugb 
Downs and RexC.Stout to 41.~cl)e4it the F.Bll. during the time. 

" . 

'

The'1 were discussing stout'~ recent book -- THE DOOR BELL RANG. 
This said book was·undoubtly written tor the sole· purp,gse 9t try-ing 
te show up the F.B.l. as an un-American. dictatorial o~g~zation. 

't... ..~,-

) 

While telling of the background tor this book~ Stout .• de if?me 
V8'17 personal remarks in regards to the fact that yl;u had spoken 
out against some o.t our great men OMartin Luther K1Dlj)=:·and .. .,aJ.so~ 
the Attorney General.' s Off'1oe. ~ . 

\
.As i say~ ·the whole thing seems to be an· ef'~o~t to dis·~~e~~ 7011, ~ 
and the F.B.l• in the e7es of the public. ~ ::r;-

o 
- C') 

I hope that· I am .. n.9t taking too much liberty in wr1 t1ng to 70u in --1 
this regard. Jod 

0 

P.s. I am -also wrj,t1ng the Hon. Strom 'rh.urmond and te~11ng 
of' ~is·1no1ndent. 

~ 

j 
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De~r Mr. Hoover-

If you can possibly fit this in I 
think you will be glad you came-

,..'", ... · (/) 
COPY'~ d .. . · Rex Stout: /s/ 

, ,..... ... .J"~, 

.· '-.,_,_\_ 
• 

\.__ REXlTODHUNTER STOUT 

sr: Q 11~ ~-~~ 3- s-
-. rJOV g~ 19<JPJ . 

~i_fJO~S)'t"O . ~. (~ I . . '~ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
:DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN. : CRIME RECORDS 

NEW YqRK (80-216) 

GeoJ( 

.... 
"' . 

{ • ·. 
/ 

/ 

DATE: 

v. 
5/12/65 

Mr. 
Mr er_ 
Mr. Callab...,a...,n_ 
Mr. Conrad_ 
Mr. Felt.._ __ 
i\:lr. Gale __ _ 
Mr. Rosecu.n __ 
Mr. Sullivan.__ 
Mr. Ta~'W4-el __ 
Mr. Trotter_ 
Tele. Roo...,m __ 
Miss H~bnes_ 

. Miss Gandy..i_ 

Enclosed iS,-@ 'Pllo'tostat of the proofs of "The O _1 
Door be 11 Rang" by REx-sTOUT. • / "I 

'l 
A perusal of this manuscript reflects that the ~ 

Bureau and the Director are mentioned on numerous occasion~~ 
many of which are not favoraple to the Bureau's image. ~ 

These proofs were obtained on a confidential 

( 

ba&_~s froml L who is a 
b6 
h7c 
b7D :'coytact: ~ the NYq. ~e original proofs were returned 

=to_ __ I. . 
.. t • 

lt7' c..----

-

1 ()tJ ., 291 t?, ~ 1 o 
6-~ 

2 MAY~1965 
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\ 
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TO Mr. DeLoach DATE: 5-20-65 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 
~RYNOVEL 
:sy-R~TOUT--··--

< 

t;~ . . ' '----.-~----
;.~ The New York Office has furnished the Bureau an advanced proof .copy ~ 

of a new ~ero Wolfe myste:ry- novel by stout which is critical of the .FBI. The proof \Jl 
,:w~_s·obtai~~~ froll}. ~confidential source at "The ~ew _!ork T~es." _·.. - ... -Jt ~~ 
t Reil .. ew of Bbok: .~his ·vicious book depicts the' FBI in the wo~st possip~e·:llght. rre(/ 'R 

-lC.ook's· "Tl\~,FBI·Nobody Knows," .plays a sigriificant role in the pl9~~ ;Nero Wolf~,- · . ~ 
Stou~'.s he:rp; -~ the~ book, is contacted in New Yor~ City by a wealthy matro~, -Rachel \ 

l Brimer, wlio.,.desires to hire Wolfe to stop FBI barassment ~ h~;r. Mrs. ~Bruner f'\ r ~~ainn(the haras~ment began after_ she purchased 10, 000 copies t?f "ThE!, -F-BI ~obody· ~ 
. ~ows·" and· ~nt them to prominent _people. She states the FBI ·had pe~e:re-tappmg her i . 

'
teleph~n~~ a:R~ ~a~_,placed her under constant surveillance. Wolfe ~~eates that_ she \. ;~_­
could have -expected: such treatment from the FBI. He accepts the a~1ngnment from . ~-· 

:·-Bruner ~d is:·P~d.aAl;tOO, 000 retainer fee. In tpis manner, Relf Stout establishes the .. ~-

l -

-~~rot]l1sbook. , EX-lOl IECao/~a,..~ 11!>1/.'t 
' -:As the plot unfolds, Nero Wolfe receives informatien-:from:~-:N~w YorJ.{ 8 

J police fuspec1~'t that three FBI Agents were suspected ?f having mtft&ereO:~ writer in ttl 
' his ap~tment after illegally entering his apartment to steal mate@· he~liid gathered a 1 
fora series on the FBI. It was suspected the Agents shot-the writer:When~e unexpectef: 
caught them going through his apartment. This suspi·cioii. was in~:F.e~'}3ed~cause the . ~; 
bullet which.-Iqlled the writer had b'~en removed fro~' the,apartmeni~as tt~a all the ~' 
writer' s_. note!. Despite harassment by the FB~, Wo e conducts· his -~vel_lJ,gation in 
such a :Qlamler that he is able to convey the impress! n to the New York Office of the 
FBI that~e ~~evidence bearing on ~e murder. vjoli.e arranges a trap for the FBI in 
his hOIA~ anCl.1his pays off when he ahd his associ~tes capture two FBI Agen~.._~t gunpoint 
inside th~ Wolfe residence after they-had enterecVillegally to steal the evid~~e: . Wolf~ 
takes the· Ag~~t' s credentials and uses his possession of these items as ~'--l~ver to force 
the FBI to di~!~ontinu~41ts h~£af!smen.~; of Rach~ .Bruner. He deals with ~one ttRichard ~g 
who is depicted as tit~ Spec}aJ.J Atfentthh Charge o£ the New 'York Off\~ and Wrag[_~cn;uts 
Enclosu;re~ S' -::l/-"_r- . · ~~~ ., . · 
1 - Mr. DeLoach - .Ji!nclo' u • .. ·-· ·4 

, '" ;_ 1 - Mr. Sullivan - En~l'ofl'j.lreJUN E 4 1965 
lJjJ.V!r-'iJ/~~su ~ f.~~- Central Research Unit- ~croslire 

· ~,'W :rotc l\~f!BS .. l('cabS. - 48\c. -
ELR~~ . JUil -~ ~ Co~~EARCH: 
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M. A. Jones to DeLoach memo 
RE: THE DOORBELL RANG 

harassment of Mrs. Bruner and agrees to discontinue this to preelude Wolfe's using 
\the credentials in prosecutive action against the FBI. Wolfe, during the investigation, 
had determined that the writer had actually been killed by his girl friend but he forces 
Wragg to give the police the bullet which had been removed by his agents fr.om the 

( 

writer's apartment. Rex Stout concludes this book with a contemptuous reference to 
the Director. Although not mentioning him,· he writes that the "big fish" from 
Washington (an obvious refe·rence to the Director) attempted to call on Wolfe at his 
home in New York but that Wolfe refused to see him and left him standing outside his 
door ringing the bell. 

• 
Rex stout, who is 79 years old~ has been a member of or affiliated with 

'!
numerous organizations :"'which have been connect~d with communist groups or identified 
as communist fronts. In 1941, an informant reported that Rex Stout was allegedly a 
member of the Communist Party. The· files do not reflect previous criticism by Stout 
of the Director or the FBI and on l:2 -7 -62 Stout wrote the Director inviting him to becom:e 

~ a member of the Authors GuUd of the Authors League of America. This invitation waa 
' dec.line T 1 • · . · · · • ~ • - ' · . 

c tat 
e o ecome 1nvo ve . V/. ~ b7D 

RECO~~TJONS:. -/7f.:r/l~ 
~,_.f. That Stout be designated as a person not" to ~~~t~ ~thou~ p;l9r 

/Bureauapproval. rM • -.f. ~~~t/~"' 
1 ~r v· ' ~ 

2. That :the a~ached ie./1;; to all SAC's be approved and ~eturned to the 
Crime Records Division for appropriate processing. This letter advises of the forth­
coming release .. of "The Doorbell Rabg" and in8tructs that any inquiries· received 
concerning the boq_!:{ should be answered with a statement that the FBI has no comment 
·ather than that the book is a fictionai work which presents a false and distorted picture 
o~ the FBI and that any Agents conducting themselves in the-malUler depicted in this 
book would be subject to immediate. diJ;lmissaJ.. ?f!&/ 

~~v 
I 

- la-
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M. A. Jones to DeLoach Memo 
RE: THE DOORBELL RANG 

•• 
DETMI:.S 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 

The New York <>.r:nce has furnished the Bureau a Photostat of the 
advanced proafs of a new. mystery. noveL by Rex Stout, nThe Doorbell Rang, n -whieh 
is critical of the FBI.. This is another in a series relating to Stout's chief mystery 
character, Nero Wolfe. The book, which is being published by Viking Press, was 

Q tlB _New York Office confidentially froml I 
contact of that office. It is noted tliis is, an uncorrected proof of the novel 

· ~ ed review and .the book is not scheduled for release until October, 1965. 

REVIEW OF BOOK: 

This. is a vicious book which puts the FBI in the worst possible light. 
Within i.ts scope as fiction, it is almost as scurrilous an attack on the Bureau as Fred 
Cook's "The FBI Nobody Knows. tr _Cook's book, in fact, plays a significant r0le in the 
plot of this novel, and it.appears that Stout may have taken some of his material from 
that·book.for.developing his plot ~sit relates to the Fm. · 

_ The hero ef the book is, of :eoui.se, Nero Wolfe, and the story is told 
by _Wolfe's close assistant, Archie Gooqwin, a literary device which Stout has used 
throughout his Nero Wolfe .series. In subs~ce, the book involves the following action: 

A wealthy New York matron, Rachel Bruner, contacts Wolfe at his 
residei:J,ce in New York City el~ming she is being harassed by the Fm, that her phones 
are being tapped and that she and her associates _ar_e_ under constant surveillance, She 
engages Wolfe for $100, 000 to have the h~assm~y.t stopped. Wolfe is at first 
reluctant to take the job because tile FBI is a powerful antagonist but the large retainer 
persuades him. Mrs. Bruner claims the. harassment began after she purchased 
·1e, 000 copies of nThe Fm Nobody Knowsn and sent them to prominent people all over 
the country. In this regard,. she asks of Wolfe (concerning the Director), "Does that 
megalomaniac think ·he_ can hurt me ?n Wolfe indicates that she could have expected no: 
other treatment from.tb.e FBI. Wolfe a:lso states that he was impressed by Cook's 
book and, with mim>r qualifications, agreed with Cook's opinion of the FBI and Mr. 
Hoover. _ · 

With .tQis interview, ~ex ·stout. establishes the FBI as the arch villain, 
arrayed in all its power against Wolie who single-handedly sets out to beat it. Through 
a New York City police inspector, who is antagonistic toward the Bureau, Archie 
Goodwin learns that\tbl:ee FBI Agents were strongly suspected of having murdered 

-2-
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M.A .. Jones to DeLoach Memo 
RE: THE DOORBELL RANG 

• 
a writer who was _gathering material for a series of articles on the Bureau. This 
man's body was found in bis apartment, and through investigation, the inspector 
determined thattnee FBI Agents· had illegally entered the writer's residence on the 
night he was killed for the purpose of stealing the material he had gathered on the 
FBI. It was suspected that the writer caught .the Agents going through his apartment, 
drew a gun and was shot to death by one of the .Ag~ts. This suspicion was increased 
by the fact that. the bullet. which killed the .writer _had been removed from the apartment, 
apparently by the murderer., .and that all the· wt:iter' s notes were missing • 

. 
Based on this information Wolfe begins his investigation, although 

harassed by the FBI which attempts to have his private detective license revoked, 
puts him and his associates under surv.eillance and apparently places a tap on his 
telephone. 

Wolfe is not concerned with whether or not tb:e Fm did cemmit the 
murder, but he. perceives that he can use this incident to convi.Ilee the New York Office 
of the FBI that he has evidence bearing on the crime. Through a series of moves, he 
is able to convey this impression. Having done this, Wolfe arranges a trap for the 
FBI in his home,. fully expecting .that an attempt will be made to illegally enter his 
residence to steal. the evidence. Jiis .trap pay$ off when he and his associates cap~e 
two FBI Agents at gunpoint inside the Wolfe lw.}ile after they had entered by picking a 
door lock. Wolfe takes the Agents' credentials, explaining that these gave him 
incontestable evidence that FBl Agents had committed a felony in entering his home. 

Wolfe uses his posaission of the credentials as a lev:er to force the 
FBI to discontinue its harassm.ent.pf Mrs. Bruner. He deals with one "Richard Wragg, " 
who is depicted as the Special Agent ixi Charge of the New York Office. Wragg admits 
to Wolfe that the FBI had been harassing Mrs. Bruner and agrees. to discontinue~this 
activio/ to preclude Wolfe U$ing the credentials in prosecutive action against· the FBI. 

During theil! investigation, Wolfe and Goodwin had determined that the 
,Agents who broke.into the \Vriter's apartment ha)i not killed the writer but that he had 
been shot by his girl friend. Wolfe furnishes this information to the New York :Police 
Department and forces Wragg to give the police the bullet which his Agents Wid 
removed from the dead writer's apartment. 

The book concludes with the FBI slander~d as an o:i.-ganization wW,ch 
is not above committing almost any illegal act to destroy its enemies or protect its 
reputation. On the last page, in a few paragraphs of contemptuous writing that do 
nothing to develop the plot, Rex Stout expres.ses his personal hostility toward the 
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Director without actually mentioning him by name. He writes that the doorbell rang 
at Wolfe's home· and Goodwin looked out to identify the ~.caller. He tells Wolfe that 
the "big fish" from Washington was at the door (an obvious reference to the Director). 
Goodwin.·itates that the visitor is· honoring Wolfe with a visit but Wolfe states, "I have 
nothing for him. Let him get a: sore finger. " The book then ends with this sentence: 
"The doorbell rang. " 

INFORMATION IN BUFII.J!:S: b6 
b7C 

-Our files reflect that Stout, who is 79 years old, has been a member 
ef, affiliated with or has lent his name and prestige to numerous organizations which 
have been affiliated with communist groups or identified as communist front~ 1941, 
a confidential informant of the New Haven Office reported that Rex Stout a.ridL.J 
I I wer.e allegedly members of the Communist P~ty. The 
files do not reflect previous criticism by Stout of the Director or the FBI, and, in 
fact,· on 12-7-62 Stout wrote ~e Director inviting him to become a member of the 
Authers Guild ef the Authors League of America. Stout ·was membership committee 
chairman at that time. Stout was advised by letter of 12-13-62, over Miss Gandy's 
-sigmiture, that Mr. ~oover was Wlable to accept his inVitation. 

ublisher i 

e matter. 
b7D 

'OBSERVATIONS: 

The plot of thisTbook is weak and it will probably have only limited public 
ac:ceptance despite stout's use of the FBI in an apparent bid for sensationalism to 
improve sales. The false··and·distorted·picture of the FBI which ·Stout sets forth is an 
obvious reflection of his ·leftist -leanings as indicated in our files. It is believed that 
stout should be placed on the list of persons not to be contacted and that a letter should 
be sent to all 'SACs advising of the-forthcoming release of this book in order that any 
inquiries concerning the book can be answered. 
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