
The Great Village Voice Caper 
Once upon a time, the Village Voice newspaper, a New York institution, was notorious 
for its personal ads.  One day, members of the Wolfe Pack Steering Committee 
dreamed up a personal ad for Mr. Wolfe.   Classified ads, whether legitimate or 
somewhat sleazy, all used newspaper advertising abbreviations in the interest of 
squeezing in as much information as possible, since each and every bit of type cost 
money.  Hence the title:  SWM, 1/7 of a ton…. [SWM=Single White Male]. 

 
The placement of the ad in the Village voice was a given as was the goal of the ad:  to 
attract savvy readers who would see through our clever ploy and let them know about 
the Wolfe Pack.  We were not looking for hook-ups for Mr. Wolfe.  Really, we weren’t.     

 
When we presented the ad to the clerk in the office of the Village Voice, we weren't sure 
they would take the ad we wrote. We underestimated the tolerance of the paper and the 
“been there, seen it all” attitude of the staff.     
  
The  ad read:    

“SWM (single white male) weighing 1/7 of a ton seeks kindred spirits to share 
interest in orchids, fine food, reading. Self employed PI, stay at home 
type.  Owns brownstone in W. 30s. Fond of yellow silk PJs.”  

 
The clerk at the desk looked it over, counted the words, charged us $51.30, and that 
was it.  The responses were directed to the Wolfe Pack’s P.O. Box.   
  
The responses that came in divided into two groups:  those who got the joke, and 
(sadly) those who didn’t.  These facsimiles reveal not only the content but the period in 
which they written, by hand, or by typewriter, complete with full address and telephone 
numbers.  This kind of pre-Internet age response is now as distant as the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. 
 



THE VILLAGE VOICE Classified Ad Order 
(ADVERTISER ACKNOWLEDGES 
THAi THE VILLAGE VOICE IS 
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR PRINT· 
lNG ERA.ORS BEYOND THE 
F1RST JSSUE AND CANNOT 
GUARANTEE PLACEMENT OF 
THE ADVERTISEMENT iN ANY 
DESIGNATED PAGE OR ISSUE. 
THE VILLAGE VOICE RE· 
SERVES THE RiGHT TO EDIT 
OR REJECT ANY ADVERTISE· 
MENT.) 

842 BROADWAY, NYC, NY 10003 

AD NUMBER 2()0203700 TC: N::;; 
BILL TO Blauer, Ettagale 
ADDRE::;s 905 Huds.on St 
CITY Hoboken 
CLA~::;S 25:3 

CLIENT 
APT- ~::;U I TE-ET C:. 

STATE NJ ZIP 07030 CALLER s 
FNT ADS 

Classified: 
(212) 475-5555 

Claims & Adjustments: 
(212) 460-1486 

BY 02;02/24,17:3 

MORE 

PAID 51.30 
SCHED 03/07/89.1x 

TYPE ck ACCT# 1207 EXP AUTH 
NOTE~::; 

TEAR:;HEET OTY 
CREDIT 20-
t~D TYPE TRC 
BOX # 
D I :;c 1 o :::;oFn 

AFFIDAVITS 
DELAY 

PO# 

?.)[! RATE D AGENCY CN RATE 
HNJ Y000.43/0006 BE 03/07/89 EN 03/07/89 TI 1 

LAST SORT SPS TO 

SWM weighing i/7 of a ton seeks kin[-] 
dred spirits to share interest in orchids, 
fine food, r·~ading, self emPloved PI, 
stav-at-home tvPe. Owns brownstone in 
w so~s. Fond of Yellow silk PJ's. Re[-J 
sPond to PO 822 Ansonia Sta NY 10023 

(END) 
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SWM 30, looking lor on oltrocfl 
trlendshlp, romance ond coring. I enjoy 
movies. ort. museums ond being with 
someone I core about. Box VMV9822 

SWM 33, unique, very ollecllonole, 
sensuous. witty, sincere, good looking 
& great sense of htlmor seeking SF (20-
40) wllo's looking tor o serious rekrtlon· 
ship & possible commitment. Into: oil 
music, arts, dining. enjoying llle;nol just 
living II. Note photo & positive thoughts 

appreciated. Write Bx VMV9836 

SWM, 35, handsome, slim & Ill. educat­
ed, discreet. friendly commerclol artist 
seeks to expand social & sensual horl· 
zons with on ottroctlve SWF or MWF, 
22-40. Photo/phone. Reply P.O. Box 
205, 1202 lexington Ave., NYC 10028 

SWM 35, Wasp 5'6, 1551bs, seeks SWF 
or SWBIF 18-30 lor commitments. In­
terest In tennis, soiling. the Vllloge, 
SOHo & walks by the ocean. Nonsmok­
ers and SLC women welcome. Write 
Box VMV9892 842 B'woy, NYC 10003 

SWM, 38, physician, clean, good-look· 
lng. disease-tree, recuperotlng from ml· 
nor outo occident. During my recovery 
period I om bored & lonely. Seeking F, 
oge / roce unimportant tor discreet. sen­
sual times. Will provide tronsportollon. 
Reply to Box VMV9861 

I lor 

~2~5~~~. ~ond~ho~s~I~OI4SLO~I~t~im1e~t~~~~~ 
great one-to-one friendship or more 
with on ollbeol, unusual but tosclnotlng. 
ollrocllve guy. Photo please. Write Box 
VMV9898 842 B'woy, NYC 10003 

This Is my very first time. I've never 
tried o persoool ad before because I've 
always hod my doubts os to the quality 

~~ ~vJ~ 3~'-:~"t:~~~ p~o1~",.~~-w~~~~; 
been married, good looking. Intelligent, 
2151bs & l lnonclolly Independent. I love 
games & gadgets of oil kinds os well os 

movfes -& travelling. Pleose 
enclose photo. Write Box VMV9890 

Tronsexuot!Tronsvestlte any oge/roce 
with feminine charm & intelligence 
sought by handsome llollon M 2B, 5'9", 
155. POB 100328, Bklyn, NY 11210 

Very prerty BIWF 21, 5'6, 121 & clean 
sks some (18-28) lor friendship & lots 
of tun. More details over drinks. Photo/ 
lel#/nole o must. Write Box VPV9895 

worming up to the Ice age. SWM, 35, 
smart, handsome, oil-boot, Iunny, ere­
olive, irreverent. down-to-earth. lett of 
center, protesslonol, lncllelul, music 
junkie. Seeks smart, pretty, hlp woman 
w11o lolqls with abandon and opprecl­
otes Irony. \IMV9827. 

f, onrocflve, youthful. You're mo-
tu e but ve o youlhlul zest tor life; 
hoVe over me some of lite's dilllcul-
lles -wl bitterness or resentment; 
hoVe hod so unusual life experiences, 
hoVe o stro work ethic ond o good 
sense of or, look distinguished ond 

ore off ionote and sensl.lous, con 
enjoy e w /sol! music & 1 or 2 
coc s. send nolo (& photo II possl-

. VMV9826, 842 B'woy NYC 10003 

WHAT PlACE IS THIS SPAWNED BY 
8 YEARS OF RONALD REAGAN? 

SWF 36, looking lor the underground, 
seeks mole soulmate lor romance ond 
mutual Inspiration. Me-new writer, 
someflme pointer, lots of ideas, pollli· 
colly left, PhD student (history), slill 
dream of soiling around the world. 
You-knows a thing or two about lite, 
posslonote, creottve, honest, kind, real 
smart, lett. likes talking world politics, 
Frldo Kohlo. Mayan temples, quarks & 
flight patterns of wondering seabirds. 
Send note/photo. Write Box VMV9859. 
While Mole mid IIttles professional 
would like to hear from white temole 
toward o thirty day tour of Western US 
beg. mod July mid Aug. Prefer moder­
otely overwe~t protesslonol to shore 
expenses & enjoy o cosuol non rushy 
vocotlon. Will exchange open file dis­
covery. Photo & phone: Box VMV9868 

Will yoo be my poromoor? MWM 46. 
very successtu1 ottomey wonts to loll In 

::. :~il'r;.s w:r~ ~~.~~:r;o~ 
nles, !roods. Be my confidante. Monog­
amy, discretion assured. Box VMV9870 

Younger Man/Older Woman sensual 
gdlkng WM 30 bind holr /blue eyes ath­
letic trim & discreet seeks on older l ine 
olhletlc woman. 
PO Box 95 While Plains, NY 10602 
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Typewritten Text
RESPONSES









I'm the type of woman who doesn't understand 
why so many of the men in New York want a "dominant" 
woman. I'm the type that is easy to get along with, 
and takes the time and energy to be as comforting 
as possible. But understand, I won't be talked 
into anything I don't want. 

If I've arosed your interest, and if you're not 
the type to play mind-games; then please feel free 
to call me at. 718-384-7959 (don't let the machine 
fool you). My name is Verna Rudy, but my friends 
simply refer to me as Rudy. 



Yellow? 
P.J.'s? 

Silk? 

Yes, I'm very fond of the color. 
Yes, I'm a creature comfort type of woman. 
Oh yes, I'm very fond of silk. 

I've never grown orchids, but I do have a trace 
knowledge on them. Fine-food ••• say no morel My 
reading habits lean toward biographies/autobiographies, 
eccentricties, and humor. 

I am, by nature, an explorer and a person who 
enjoys being out and about the city. However, I've 
never found a museum, show, or bar that's anywhere 
near as comforting and enjoyable as an evening spent 
in the comforts of "home". 

My vital· stat's are: Single, white, 28 year-old 
female, healthy (in both body and mind), 5'8", 
weighing in a little under 1/10 of a ton, degreed, 
Texas native (recently relocated to New York from 
New Mexico), and honest. 
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I THE WOLFE PACE., .. 
P. 0. BOX 821 
ANSONIA STATION 
N&W. YOU, NY 10023 

THE WOLFE PACK ASSEMBLY 

October 23, 1993 

Hart's Restaurant, 122 E. 27th Street 
New York City 

Moderator: Ettagale Blauer 

* * * * * 

PUTTING·DOWN ROOTS 



Dear SWM, 285 lbs (I love the teddy beat look.), many 
diverse interests, self employed (It must be nice to be the 
boss.), stay in West 30s brownstone, you sound super, man 
with intriguing VV ad for a woman who looks good in yellow 
silk PJs, (Me, I hope?): 

I am: "A blonde, cute, curvy, slim, clean, petite, Vassar 
female WASP, 36, 36C, 21, 32, 105-110, 5', wants healthy, 
kind, caring, honest, financially successful man. Discreet 
sensual fun assured. Kathleen Anderson, Suite 60, 2901 
Broadway, New York, New York 10025. 11 I am single and live on 
Manhattan's Upper West Side - 6 rent stabilized rooms, river 
view. The best view of the Hudson River and New Jersey is 
from my bedroom which is like a forest or garden -fresh cut 
flowers, me, music, candles, green carpet, curtains, walls 
(I laid, made and painted them) and light oak furniture. I 
finished the virgin wood myself- great hands. I'm mobile 
with my great car whose like me -All American, top of the 
line stripped. 

Until I changed jobs from banking back to my 1st careeer -
teacher, I did not have time for ads. It was worth the pay 
cut, because teaching frees up time for my MBA - Columbia, 
my Mom, decorating my apartment and hopefully you. You 
sound like the most fun of the four. My stepfather died in 
1985, and I have:been spending some weekends in Buffalo to 
be with my Mom. I am a good daughter and thank heaven for 
USAir. I hope they stay cheap and safe. 

Please send me ada~ (since I am free to call you days and 
teach some evenings) phone number and best time to call. Do 
not worry if it is a work # - I just want to give pleassure, 
never embarrassment. If a brief conversation cliques, I'll 
give you my number and we can make a date at once. I do not 
mean to sound paranoid, but I never mail my number to 
strangers. That would be even worse than the bar scene 

· which-1 always avoid. 

\_o'lle %. \us"':.~ ¥.-at'n'J fl...nue.l'son 

<t_~ of.-~ 



THE NATIONAL YIDDISH BOOK CENTER 
IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION 

AND REVITALIZATION OF YIDDISH CULTURE. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY MICHAEL ZIDE 

NATIONAL YIDDISH BOOK CENTER 
P.O. BOX 969 • AMHERST. MASSACHUSETTS 01004 • 413/253-9201 
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ReNee KaplaN 
56 PROSPECt: AVENUE • NOROiPOR'C. NEW YORR 11768 
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