The Great Village Voice Caper
Once upon a time, the Village Voice newspaper, a New York institution, was notorious
for its personal ads. One day, members of the Wolfe Pack Steering Committee
dreamed up a personal ad for Mr. Wolfe. Classified ads, whether legitimate or
somewhat sleazy, all used newspaper advertising abbreviations in the interest of
squeezing in as much information as possible, since each and every bit of type cost
money. Hence the title: SWM, 1/7 of a ton.... [SWM=Single White Male].

The placement of the ad in the Village voice was a given as was the goal of the ad: to
attract savvy readers who would see through our clever ploy and let them know about
the Wolfe Pack. We were not looking for hook-ups for Mr. Wolfe. Really, we weren't.

When we presented the ad to the clerk in the office of the Village Voice, we weren't sure
they would take the ad we wrote. We underestimated the tolerance of the paper and the
“‘been there, seen it all” attitude of the staff.

The ad read:
“‘SWM (single white male) weighing 1/7 of a ton seeks kindred spirits to share
interest in orchids, fine food, reading. Self employed PI, stay at home
type. Owns brownstone in W. 30s. Fond of yellow silk PJs.”

The clerk at the desk looked it over, counted the words, charged us $51.30, and that
was it. The responses were directed to the Wolfe Pack’s P.O. Box.

The responses that came in divided into two groups: those who got the joke, and
(sadly) those who didn’t. These facsimiles reveal not only the content but the period in
which they written, by hand, or by typewriter, complete with full address and telephone
numbers. This kind of pre-Internet age response is now as distant as the Dead Sea
Scrolls.
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OR REJECT ANY ADVERTISE-
MENT.)

FHONE ZO1
EILL TO
ALDRESES

OT

CITY Hoboken ETATE M ZIF 07030 CAlLLER s
Ci.ass 258 SCHED TR/07/89, 1= FMT Al
FAID S1.30  TYPE ck A&CCTH L2G7 EXP -
NOTEZ SURSOR

TEARSHEET &7Y

OREDIT Z0-
Al TYFE TR

BOX #

Diss 10

S wedishina
dred sririts
fime Foods
stay—at—homs
W E507s. Fond

srand to

CL-1273

S ENEEYE
Blauer,
Hudson

SORT

reading.

PSRz

THE VILLAGE VOICE Classified Ad Order

842 BROADWAY, NYC, NY 10003

FOOPQOZT7TO0 T
CLIENT
AFT-SUIITE-ETL.

& NS
Ettasale
=t

NUMBER

AFFILAVITE PO%
ELaY -
Al RATE © SGENCY ON RATE

TI 4
o

Q07789 EN OR/Q7/78%
SORT RS

MM YOOO, 42 /0004 BE
LAST

177 af a ton seeks kinl—-J
to share interest in aorchids.

self emrioved Fi,
Twns bhrownstaone in
i s, Kel-3
WY 10023
{ ENDD

tvpe.
af wellow silk
=22 Ansania Sta

5 0 BY

Classified:
{212) 475-EB55

Claims & Adjustments:

{212) 460-1486

MORE

AL ST

LINERATE + %
GUOTE + 57

NET + 51,
AMT OUE -+

QFIOZ/ 24,1783

SR

L Ty B



Carol
Highlight

Carol
Highlight

Carol
Highlight

Carol
Highlight

Carol
Highlight





RESPONSE

-~

e e / 7

Lregf ¥, Louo (ol oo g T Dl

‘ — - Laé"v‘u ‘o & SFeeT 723//7%( |



Carol
Typewritten Text
RESPONSES


<%Wzﬁw %¢M$ﬁ

- Z /‘\" (A/ W ‘7& 7 /

; ﬁ@mwﬂ—ﬁ %@

i e a W%@—w il
- (,mw& fl e **-/




(=

WJ flema ¢ %gk;:f::sz?gv%& A T~HFrs

% | dﬁm %@ 2l PrIs -=

ISR 22 A I /\Qﬂoh}ﬂw\-—fa‘(_ﬂ—y\




(ol Tod o aogpim - coinr - s w7
‘ém\_Csz\,LL' qé@w&d\ﬂ? (el
?d w#/ (N D O
. e — = V/% W 7#22'
| \ékm) M Lo 7 axf?j (oo Lo
~oF (2oF va o e o
[y A o@ T e
A e Ay o). SR N K it
B2 ok fo .f/@‘&@wf P2 KL




I'm the type of woman who doesn't understand
why so many of the men in New York want a "dominant”
woman., I'm the type that is easy to get along with,
and takes the time and emnergy to be as comforting
as possible. But understand, I won't be talked
into anything I don't want.

If I've arosed your interest, and if you're not
the type to play mind-games; then please feel free
to call me at 718-384-7959 (don't let the machine
fool you). My name is Verna Rudy, but my friends
simply refer to me as Rudy.
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Yellow? Yes, 1'm very fond of the color.
P.J.'s? Yes, I'm a creature comfort type of woman.
S8ilk? Oh yes, I'm very fond of silk.

I've never grown orchids, but I do have a trace
knowledge on them. Fine-food...say no more! My
reading habits lean toward biographies/autobiographies,
eccentricties, and humor.

I am, by nature, an explorer and a person who
enjoys being out and about the city. However, I've
never found a museum, show, or bar that's anywhere
near as comforting and enjoyable as an evening spent
in the comforts of "home".

My vital stat's are: Single, white, 28 year-old

‘female, healthy (in both body and mind), 5'8",
weighing in a little under 1/10 of a ton, degreed,
Texas native (recently relocated to New York from
New Mexico), and honest.



- 3/¢lxs
o |
NS FpsT PREFEREVCE (S Te

oLper PaprTaees. U Yl. SSconbily, |

Llpée UEAVY wElLcieTs | LeT TEEY ARE RARE To

e Vm Tie 55 poTou A pLse A STAY
AT kené AMD PIAY PERSony BoT AT The

CTRER PERSIN S omé, | €AV TRAWL Te

M ¥ Soné WEBLDPAY SR FTERMocpS

R EBVEUives.  OR [ O3T  WEECK ENDS.

WHAT ELSE <A t SAYY: Fred

: F,IQ_GE, S /’SS@- SE RUES(TLsuMS,

ART

Po Box g3k
Ar Covih STATLeN
NY N ool



D
T
a‘:’;&-/ .
Bewn Checiie : Y
d . W 5.
™, ,] -'(\V/ Yy ;17
LYo

L LT S I T

Jooeeillls, of dampling Tty .

.W,‘W%Q’wﬁﬂw"w, - |
WMW-MW

/9 / .




3 /5 /1989

GOOO\ QD‘-{"V\OOV\ Cbo\\)ﬁ,“l'\ﬁﬁ_b

“f\\x\ Mome., ' NQ&C&*C. Tl N \WV\:O Cc&p,q;\“\q

- d
\R; \\Q\Q(‘UO&,Q\ W \Te\e, \3\\,\.;0»{3{, \W‘O\QQ

U
\)3@\). S L'w an c&\m@\@( Swva\g ‘pr\q Ao Svemey

) _
GL 29 \ng OQ&, , 5’3, °x \,512,\6\\, \\B ;:Jvnc\( L Thue

| 3@— Okgr\( bovwn  Ques broasn Qz&zs: hall™ . T'wm  Qresbie, ,

Coulinoy O\»\A \Jﬁ‘-”\a'\ 'Q&Q\I\Oﬁaté A *2“\,\\10:'\\3 %UDA\ (’)UOCJ
oeackes | wwsic | |

Sai‘xg \)ov Lles, \“ \"(:v \Comsnd  Pore C«%ou\l‘ e /0\{\7?-
T U

me o el C&l&»is momber 7/ 267 0760,

Good boue.
U




, }{Mw o o Um“’m-«
e 1)),

oty







THE WOLFE PACK™
P. O. BOX 822
ANSONIA STATION
NEW YORK, NY 10023

THE WOLFE PACK ASSEMBLY
October 23, 1993

Hart’s Restaurant, 122 E. 27th Street
New York City

Moderator: Ettagale Blauer
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Dear SWM, 285 1bs (I love the teddy beat look.), many
diverse interests, self employed (It must be nice to be the
boss.), stay in West 30s brownstone, you sound super, man
with intriguing VV ad for a woman who looks good in yellow
silk PJds, (Me, I hope?):

I am: "A blonde, cute, curvy, slim, clean, petite, Vassar
female WASP, 36, 36C, 21, 32, 105-110, 5', wants healthy,
kind, caring, honest, financially successful man. Discreet
sensual fun assured. Kathleen Anderson, Suite 60, 2901
Broadway, New York, New York 10025." I am single and live on
Manhattan's Upper West Side - 6 rent stabilized rooms, river
view. The best view of the Hudson River and New Jersey is
from my bedroom which is 1ike a forest or garden - fresh cut
flowers, me, music, candles, green carpet, curtains, walls
(I Taid, made and painted them) and 1ight oak furniture. I
finished the virgin wood myself - great hands. I'm mobile
with my great car whose Tike me - A1l American, top of the
line stripped.

Until I changed jobs from banking back to my 1st careeer -
teacher, I did not have time for ads. It was worth the pay
cut, because teaching frees up time for my MBA - Columbia,
my Mom, decorating my apartment and hopefully you. You
sound 1ike the most fun of the four. My stepfather died in
1985, and I have:been spending some weekends in Buffalo to
be with my Mom. I am a good daughter and thank heaven for
USAir. I hope they stay cheap and safe.

Please send me a day (since I am free to call you days and
teach some evenings) phone number and best time to call. Do
not worry if it is a work # - I just want to give pleassure,
never embarrassment. If a brief conversation cliques, I'11
give you my number and we can make a date at once. I do not
mean to sound paranoid, but I never mail my number to
strangers. That would be even worse than the bar scene

-which-1 always avoid.
Love & lust, Kathy Anderson
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THE NATIONAL YIDDISH BOOK CENTER
IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION

AND REVITALIZATION OF YIDDISH CULTURE.

PHOTOGRAPH BY MICHAEL ZIDE

NATIONA AL YLD D IS H B O O K CENTER
P.O. BOX 969 » AMHERST, MASSACHUSETTS 01004 -+ 413/253-920%
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