Criminals at Large

By ISAAC ANDERSON

TOO MANY WOMEN. By Rex Stout.
251 pp. New York: The Viking
Press. $2.50.

RCHIE GOODWIN, Nero
Wolfe's right - hand man,
takes an assumed name and en-
ters the employ of the engineer-
ing firm of Naylor-Kerr, Inc., in
order fo investigate the death of
a former employe of that firm.
In no time at all everybody in the
Naylor-Kerr organization knows
who Archie is and what he is do-
ing. Naturally that makes it a
bit difficult for him to carry on.
Another difficulty is that there
are so many liars about the place.
Nero Wolfe advises Archie to
counter-attack by capping their
lies with others of his own, which
Archie does with excellent results,
Most of the women in the case—
and mighty attractive women
they are—are employes of Nay-
lor-Kerr, and one of them is even
more closely connected with the
firm. Nero and Archie win out
despite the obstructive tactics of
almost everyone concerned. Buf
why does Rex Stout call these
books Nero Wolfe novels? Surely
Archie Goodwin deserves equal
billing with his obese employer.
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