
CRIME AND CHARACTER: 
Notes on Rex Stout's 

Early Fiction 

"So<:rett"(l9l•),llllcarlyRaSIOIIIsbortf!Of)', 
Opmt orith Moorf"otld, a New York lawyw rmowntd 
forllithoMsl:yand~ty,reeal~qhltfirn 

int<nirw with tho bta~tiful but~ LUI~ 

Mukton. AsMrecoout...curhat fatdllloc...,..e, 
Moorflddutten••"Yimportantrernark· 

... IJtOOJ)fdtopkkit[acipr)up.Thuslmisscd 
thr~or four valuable seconds which, how..,., 
trlnl"'theymayseemtoth<averqemind,willbo: 

=~:.~-imponantbytht studtntofaime 

"Crimeondctw.a.cr"slipouttote(bcrQiftlloey 
~,....,....,da~tmnsof.,...propotitioa.Andoo, 

iadfea,tl>cy...,.Tolludyone,Moorfodddearl)' 
--.-lllustlludyd .. Oiber. 

,._,.,...,t'leruonwili<>OnYi"""r.....,...oftM 
Nero Wolfe oqa t1w Moorfodd'• USlllllpt\on 
f'ft!WrwdlmpOo1alii\ORe:<SioutinllotOfyoeafl. 
T'l~Gowhohl~not)"'O5H11Stout'opos~llu

JJJ.Rkt EMb <II Homt rmd Oflrn Storia. however, 
willbelntntSttdtodiscoverllla<..,intCfCSiin 
"crimeandcharacter"runsthrouaJ>outhlsttorliel 
f"ICiioo.Asoarlyutwentyyeanbeforothopublka· 
tklnofFrtr*LIIn«(l9J.4),Rox...as,ronsciouslyO< 
unronsciously, diocovnina the important conn<eo 
tionsbetwmhuiJh!lntohumancharaotor..,dttime
tolvilll . 

Uh WolfoandAtchioe-, Moorl'ldd makes k a point 
"MYatodcfcndtho:ODCif.....UyoroiMoua.ly,Wity"' 
(II. Ull- Corueq-IJ, for ltim "one or tho: pmeot 
... nd:k:apo under which on attomcy labors'" b 
"JCitint 1 line on thr dww:ler of hil client" (AI. 
t5l-51).To~llliiJW(II>km.Moorrldd-• 
pollOLinf wllidlloo props irnidt llio roll-iOp desk 
whertaprospcai•e<limtauuoochdpbutlftit . 

~~o"::': ... ":,~,:~::~::nind il olloc:kcd 

ByitsYUYcrudily,itsprimaliiJ,Ihtth.iac.,. 
infal~ble. ne>er failiq to lhoo:k tht mlnd Into a 
bttnoyalofiuiiKIIIcarefullyltiddmKCmJ(p. I:HI. 

Suc:hanob.ww.lymtduoniealdco~asapo.intina 

thaL;, atrulh·pua• isjwt ootsl&n that this IIOf)' 
btl0111$10ihtearlyR<JLStout. Mostdcltctivnat<' 
for~todowitboutapainlin&liktMoor(>tld'J;nor 

do thqr ... ~ ony beutr t..ck than Nellie witll 
Wolfe's bon-owed maxim, ""1/II.J 0$1 lllda •11imi. 
lnsi&lltintocllar~~C~tris,M"'etlhtleso,oneoftht 

hallmatkl or 11M: ntlocilw.i~ detee~i••· Holmes. 
Poiroo,Maiareo.aodVanderValkaltwiddahypor
...,sitimytopenOnalilf . That-q...Jitychanoc+ 
teriustho:dettctioddoftebyWolfeondArdtie. 

Mon-tllanoncetheooiUiioatolcaJei•tho:Wolfe 
oapdcpendollpOolritllorNfto"oorArch.io'o insiahl 
iniOdw"loeler,fortnowled~tofapenon"lchafloeler 

ladslotheabilitytopHdi<lhowMwillloelinaiom 
circumiW>Cff. Sud! istMIMihodbywhidl Wolfe 
andArchieconcludeperhapotMIIIOII<JLcitiiiiiiOf)' 
oflhtir career, I~ tMBat F•mlliel( \ 9~). Confronl· 
ln&theiruch~yArr>Oklleo:k.WolfeandArehie 

lta•tarnol•eropentothehandofBarryR..ckham, 
011erwhomZ.d<JLer<i~aftarfulhold.Thcn, 

au..ckln&Zeo:k,theydependon RIICkhamto~the 
opponunityloridhimodfofleo:kbyonatchin&the 
re¥01Yer and ollootina him , When R..cltlwn doa 
aactly thai, Artbie and Wolf• are rid of lhrir 
IICIDM and of R..:kham. who is &gMed doora 
llllli>Odiatelybyleo:k"I ~J'IMtl . 

TlltcaKfWraderof/om"&ttb.nH-
QIItn Stories will..., Rn. n.perimftltina with 
......,IOQ aod Oll>erehanoelen who-....;!~
oftheirabililyto""'tt.,...pj ........... to aboutOiherJ 
-j ........... to whic:ll lit always ¥indicated by tho: 
..-a.l. When ho:is""' 1howin&the lmpona""" of 



_.....tdyj~nactwa.:~tt,R<':titoftmthowina 

wluotkindoftroubl~aptTSOI!tan~intoifl>edocs 

notobsor;ccarrfully,lndslrttl>ouahtfully,tl>e 
bdla•iorofthoKaroundhlm, 

ln"ThrRopt"Oanc<"(i916),Ri<:kl>uuctloocs 
hiseilhthundreddollarotakobecau,.l>e~tdl 

tlhlrPc:whC'III>elftSonc:: 

Rioklikedtl>emanft"C~mKI~UaJ,Hrappearcdto 
beaaoutspokm.blunt_,offdlowwbo~k..:lto 

luovt-ai(>OdtiJII<'andkMW•i>cfttocof<><it 
Lu<:ky thina to lulvt- mc1 up with him. Moahty 
pleuanttoha•cforacompanionaohapfr""'tl>e 
ric.htsideofthrMitsiSJiwi(p.•) 

Wt.enRuwut..:lto"achai<"SSOn,hcwasnotabovt" 
rubbi,..inam.on'•miouk ... 

ln''AnOffiCel"andaLady"(l9l7),BiUFardC11 
burtlari>.a tl>e bedroom of a sleq>ina (:[tiki. WIIC1I 
-tJJDfrllalityrtplacei"""'LarMtredpidation,"l>e 
!J«Janasty>Urpris<-: 

E>:ptnloivt-uinkot,tlult.Absurdtotrustachild 
witbit.NodoubtJI>ewuvt'f)'proudofth<lhiiiJ. 
Hrputitdo-vnapin, spor..:l"mtl>eimpul,.to 
putitinhispockCI.UckncwitwouldbeuS<>Iwto 
dcbiltc the matter with him .. lf. What burJ)ar 
=takcanythinlfromalw<"fthdplcudlild 

"H<~nd.np!" (p.26) 

en~~~~~~;';:::: p~~~· ::::~ 
Mas1•npurloiMeiahtt-..nd<loOanofth<Navr'• 
rnonoy,andRosslulsto""""'up...;rhtlwboiJ-

himldf.Hisd~oftlwtlwfl.dumbfounds 
ROS$,andRcx....,tbrintidnuasanexcuKfora 

HcwuCOIUciouoofanimm(llS<"in<:r..:lulity. This 
,...,notbascdooanyrcaJknowlc:IJcofMarrin's 
<hara('lrrorbdidinhisllonesty,butoriJinatcdin 
lnd proceed..:! from rh< paymaltn himoclf. His 
mind,limitcdbyir<ownlulbttJ,wuincapablcof 
rqillrriJI&IIOiuddnlandoomplclcarC¥Cn~lof 

conooption(p.62). 

Thoidcaimplicitintlwpas.saaaq"""..:labovt" 
bocomacxpliciti>cft.AJXflOflwltollaJ"norflll 
knowlell~of ... <h...cttt'"isltkdytofindhimsdf 
in trouble. 

WhocanaOCf\betocoin<:idcn«tl>efaarh.alaJiof 
tt>e,ccxampl .. ofbadjudamcnt,lhcdircct~ultof 
poor character analysis, """ur in til< oontc~t of a 
crimc?Ciearly.ardationohiphadbcauntosolidify 
tnRCJISt!MII'sm•ndbelwccndetC(tionandpnttption. 
Vio;1tnU of crime arc thow whose mindl arc tim\tcd 
bftllriroomlulbiu.Solvt"nofcrimes.as<llbcr 
lloriclinthiscollcaionsugcs~,arctbosc"'ho 
undcrllandOihcrpcoplc'sctwoctcrs,andwhoaPflly 
thltinoislutothcproblcmsp<>Mdbytl>eaimc. 

ln"AProfcssionaiRccall"(l912).DuddBronson 
swindlntworap.~ciouolllwycrs(lawycn\nStoutarr 

usuaJlyrap.~cious, Moorf~eld lnd Natlwt\d Parktt 
bctnatwoc•cepeions)bccau .. ofh\spercep~ivc 
dt.....,... of !heir f\lli,.. pus.ion-ar«d. Here 
B<oniiOrlislcp.Jiyth<rriminaJ.butmor .. y.thcllory 
sugcs~s,MisiCiualty•RobinHood.Byprclcndi"
oobrbotllllimsdfandlllsbrotllef,Oudd~to 
I'Kitlvt"damqcsoutofoncofiMIIlwyas'pock<U. 
ToputtMici,..onuaJ•cady ... bonucaokc,jUIIas 
th<yarclca•iiiJthcbankwh<rctlwl...;ndJcllubem 
cornpln..:l, Dudd squcc1 .. fifly dollan out of hio 
ptey: 

"Mr.Drvlin,"saysl,"l'mapoorman.WI>nhttl 
Ieitha! twd~hundrcd I don't know . But 1101 
IIOfiiCftimdsinPiuaburlh"*lw'saotit.lndif 
JOU'lLietmcho~tlultfiflytNckforraitro.dfarc 
l'llm.akoitahundtcdwllen l settk"l)." 

Drvhoblinkcdhard,andltttouabtM'djumpcd 
it.B..tbctn"oarafta,tllathundredlook..:ltooi(>Od 
tOiotc.HcpuUooutabllblac:kwallet.coun!Jout 
fi•ctens,andhond<'cmtomcoarcful·lik~(p. UO). 

Duddslowcddownhis ... awayforonr•t.,fifl.y.but 
::.koo.,·lcdgeofalowyc~'ocharaclcrm.clcilasafc 

TliCmostllrikinalnsta....,lntM•riJSo"'uor 
insialuintoctwoctcrhdptnatooolvt-ocriltiCoccurs 
In "The H<$ of f"at~" (1917). To em~ til< 
impOrt-ofps~illSichi.R.,.endowstlw 

~~~~=..~~~=~~~t~:~~n~m~~ 



tMbor$t.Thtnarrator'Jdncriptionof0alsingks 
outhismo•timJKKt~ntquality: 

He,.·as a tall,loo~joimodman,atx>utfonythen, 

witharedkathrrycountenanct"andkeerllinLe 
lfayeyes;IUidastvaduallydisoovatd,hewas"" 
••naordinarily ob:sef~ant felLow. with a ~rp 

koowled.J;e of humans and undCTStal>dill$ of 
tl>cm ... (p.96). 

LikeNeroandArchi<earlittinthisn.say, Wi1le11 
fil>dshimselfconfronted,.,iththcprobkmofhowto 
di>pOs<ofane•il,predatOf}'crookwithoutcommit
tinll. lqal murder. Dal's kno,.·lcdJ< of human 
dliHXla makes him the first to>« that Grubtr is a 
•illain,andhiskr>Owl«lceoftquintcharaccerLeads 
him to a Wolftiansolutiontohisdilemma. Willttt 
knew hor .... and he kMw that Mao (short for 
Machiavelli) was in a foul mood the dlly Gruber 
wanted l<> ran 1 ho~. To proent Gruber from 
UI>O$ing John Hawki1U and ruinin1 his dauJ.IUer, 
OolstndsGrubtthimsdfintothcstabktoleadout 
Mac.Ther0$ult:Gru~·sskullissmashodbya kick 

from Mac's iron-sl>od h .. b, John Hawkins is safe 
~~~~lacknuoil. and Dal ;, legally innocent of 

"'Of cour .. I knew,"' he said with a CCI'tain 
vimnm. ''And 1 St"nt him back there. But 
wmebow l don'tf .. lrespotuiblc"(p.IIO). 

Tosolve a <rimc.thcdctectivcn...dstomccl his 
quarry,IIW.'S$hischaracter,predicthowhcwillact 
undercircum!lancts l uarant...dtocxposchim,and 
then enginter those circumstances. This is Gftcn 
Wolfc'smodusoptrf.ndi,anditisforcshad~here 

by a countryl>orw-dcaler 
BycollectinJ RnStout" snrlyshort>toric:s,John 

McAIC<T ha< dont more tban just tickle an enthusi
asl'sfancy.Th...,carlypi<"CCSsl>ow Rexexplorin& 
the com>CCtions bc1w .. n crime and character, 
l.faduallyworkinsthroughto a convictionthat 
<rimesca.nnOibtsolvciwithout a priorobservation 
of,int..,.min,andspceulationupon,humannature. 
Wolfe. wi!hhi!fOndnmforl.atintap.migltthavc 
e~plainod it this way: Homo sum. Humoni n1hi1<1 mr 
411i~11umpu10. 

l.tt ... St.., . ~ ... Ko>:..a..t--Ot ... St ....... od. 
JohnM<Aiter(,... Yotk·Th<Vikmcl't .... trnl.~.m 
f ......... , ....... ...;u ... ,, .......... .,., ... ~;u._., ;. 

Some of My Best Friends 
Are Books 

The $ad FuncisroMyS!try Boohl>opisrunby 
Br~andCaro1TaylorintheNocVollcysec1ionof 

SanFuneU<:o.TI>t)larealsothepar<'tltSOfason(6) 
andadauJIIler(9),andCarolisoneofthoserareand 
unusllllpeol)k-analiveSanFranciscan.Bru~was 

borninl9>W.the)'t"artllatoneofhisfavoriteauthorS 
pubiUhedFrwMurde~. a collection of r;.,.PiliP 
JtoriesbyRaymondChartdler,inanAvonpaperback, 
forthefantasticpri«of25C. 

Bri>CC'sinteresti nmysteric:soriainallybqanwht>l 
l>ewuaboutton)'t"anoldandrud, for the lint 
time, Elltry Q-.1..., and Sherlo<k Holmes. He was 
affliclod immodiately with that incurable disease 
from which we all suffer in varyin1 desr= 
Sometime:~thiscanbequitepainfulandcantarelybe 

arrestod,"""can.., tidolesbeofferod,.·ithout 
cau<i"ldeq>offen ... Bruccstillren>embenclearly 

~~;:;,::~ ~::~l:=.o;..~::.7ul"::e'~~ 
thiswasthathiovocationwasre.,.alodtohim,nOiin 

a blindlna flash s~>eh as 1 Saint mia.ht receive but 
slowly,paacbyp!l~. 

Wh.., Carol murnod to tier natiffcity in 197~, 

afttr some yean of wandering around tl>e Unitod 
States,shemcntionodthattherewasatraa.iclackin 
San Ftandoco. Bru~ • .....,. alert, realiiod a< On<e 
what shemeant,and inScpl<ml><Tof l976th~ohop 
Opedodwithbelutifulcarpcntrydoneby a rclative 
The pla<e flourUhod from the very first moment 
andhas alway!beenawashwiththeaoodwill and 
inttrestoflll.yAtcarcadonandcollectorsasthey 
•upportthi<lifcline 

The first book< were mainly compr>Kd of their 
owncoUections andsomcotherlow·pciccdteadina 
copiesandpaperbacks.Bru~'stoplipisinclinedto 

quiverabit ashemtrttionssellinahisHammcttsand 
ChandlcninlirStoditiOfls. a! thcyallwtrttwithinthe 
firSt month. Aft"' a r .... Wttko. they realiud that 
they had !l&n..:l $(1mcthinl imponant and mon 
booksmu!lbtfound. Brucc..,dCarolsaythatthe 
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