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THE MOTHER HUNT
FADE | N:
MONTAGE/ CREDI TS
I NT. VALDON MANSION - LI'VING ROOM - DAY

LUCY VALDON, 30-ish, dressed in a peignoir, plays Chopin
passi onately on the piano in her formal living room There's
a Renoir on the wall. The PHONE RI NGS. She gets up and
answers it. Before she can say anything, the person on the
other end delivers a nessage in a strange hi gh voi ce:

VO CE (V.0QO)
Ms. Valdon. Go |ook on your
door st ep.

And hangs up. Lucy goes to the front door of her castle.
She opens it and is amazed at what is there: A BABY in a
basket wrapped in a blanket. There's a note attached. She
picks it up

Dl SSOLVE TGO
| NT. BROANSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY
| NSERT: THE NOTE
It is stanped out with a child' s lettering stanp set.

WOLFE (V. Q)
"Ms. Valdon. This baby is for
you because a boy should live
in his father's house."

Wl fe | ooks up fromthe note at Lucy, elegantly dressed for
venturing outside her castle.

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Is this likely or nerely
credi bl e?
(Lucy doesn't answer; she
is staring at the norning's
orchid.)
Madan®? Is it likely?

She reaches across and plucks a flower fromthe orchid.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

She tucks it

Wl fe gl ares.

LUCY
Your Cypri pedi um Law enceanum
has an aphid. Oh. No, just
dust. Sorry. Pretty though.
Who is your florist?

in her button hole.

WOLFE
Madam

LUCY
Yes. It's likely. Dick had a
Don Juan reputati on when
married him

WOLFE
How | ong were you married?

LUCY
11 nonths. And | know what
people said: He's marrying an

Arnstead. Well, | was marrying
a fanpus aut hor. | was Ms.
Ri chard Val don. | still think

we were in |love. At any rate,
for nme there was nothing but
us.

WOLFE

How ol d was he when he died?
LUCY

Forty six.
WOLFE

How ol d are you
LUCY

(smling)

A d enough. Plenty ol d enough.
(on Wl fe's | ook)

During that |ast year, before

he di ed, he may have had one

woman, or a dozen, | just don't

know.

Fi rst babi es and now sex.
WOLFE

Can you get to the problem
madant?

( CONTI NUED)



MOTHER HUNT 11-29-01 YELLOW 2

CONTI NUED:  (2)

She dunps her

LUCY
VWell, the baby, of course.
i ntended to have two or three.
But | put it off. | put it
off. But now | do have one, and
this note is right: a child
should live in his father's
house. The problemis: was D ck
t he father?

WOLFE
Pfui. Never to be solved and
you know it.

LUCY
Pfui? You are the best detective
in the worl d.

WOLFE
The best detective in the world
may be a rude tribesman with a
limted vocabulary. | cannot
hel p you, madam No one can.

LUCY
You can find the nother. Wait.

purse on his desk. Wl fe watches in

astoni shnent as she, w thout enbarrassnent, sorts through
her filing system Archie watches, fascinated.

LUCY ( CONT' D)
No. No. Huh. No. Ah. Her e.
|'ve witten the dates down.
(she hands him a piece of
paper with all the dates.)
The doctor said he was five
mont hs ol d, which neans he was
born | ast June and concei ved
| ast fall.

WOLFE
It could take nonths. Have you
arranged for |egal custody?

LUCY
Ch, ny |awer did that.

WOLFE

And he is aware you are
consul ting nme?

( CONTI NUED)
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LUCY
Yes, and he di sapproves. |
don't care. It's ny business.
Hi s business is just the |aw

Wl fe | ooks at her, surprised. He couldn't agree nore.

WOLFE
It will be necessary to get
information fromyou. And to
exam ne the cl othes the baby
arrived in. These pinholes.
The note wasn't attached with a
safety pin.

LUCY
No, just an ordinary pin.

WOLFE
What odds, M. Goodwin, that a
woman woul d expose a baby to a
bare pin?

ARCHI E
Not enough data. Roughly ten
to one.

WOLFE
Were you al one in the house
when the call cane?

LUCY
Yes. | cane back a day early
fromthe country. The staff
had the weekend off. Wiy is
that inportant?

Wl fe checks the wall clock. Noon. He's running out of tine.

WOLFE
Whoever did this, nadam is
soneone you know.

LUCY
How coul d you know t hat ?

WOLFE
| f you cannot use your own brain,
M. Goodwin wll explain. Please
excuse ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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LUCY
But isn't there a retainer?

WOLFE
One dollar, a hundred, a
t housand. It does not matter.

He crosses to the door and turns left, toward the kitchen.
Archi e goes after to close the door

ARCH E (V. Q)

Wl fe's mnd was on the shad
roe casserole slated for |unch.
He and Fritz had a di sagreenent
over the use of onion which had
never been resol ved.

(out 1 oud)
Wiy don't we go to your place,
Ms. Valdon. W can get the
baby cl ot hes and conduct the
interview there

Lucy hands hi ma check.
W PE TGO
| NT. VALDON MANSI ON - HALLWAY/ LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Archie follows Lucy into the digs of inherited wealth. He
notes a CEZANNE over the fireplace.

ARCHI E
Ni ce digs.

LUCY
| ove this house. My great
grandfather built it. One thing
| am sure of, Dick loved this
house.

MSS MW
M s. Val don.

Lucy's secretary, MSS MMM brings her a stack of opened
mail - nostly invitations - which Lucy goes through. M SS
MMV is a | ooker, which Archie can't help but notice.

LUCY
Mss M mm
(flipping through them
No, no. Yes. Definitely. Buy
a whol e tabl e.

( CONTI NUED)
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She lights up as THE NURSE appears wth the baby.

t he baby.

ARCHI E
| s there anyone who m ght have
had it in for you, Ms. Val don?

LUCY
In for me? No, no, send them
regrets.

ARCHI E
Hat e you enough to saddle with
a | oose baby?

LUCY

(to secretary)
No, but wite them a note.

(Handing the pile back to

Mss Mmm she turns to

Archi e)
The Arnsteads are a very dul
responsible famly. No one
hates us. M only controversi al
hobby is Killer Fog.

ARCHI E
Fog kills?

LUCY
32 people in 1948. In alittle
coal town in Pennsyl vani a.

ARCHI E
What did they do - get lost in
it and fall down a m ne?

LUCY
There's no hunor in this. It's
goi ng to happen right here in
New York. It's the cars.
ARCHI E
Vll, ban themall. The subway

too. W can all wal k to work.

LUCY
That's what | say. Oh, here he
i s!

( CONTI NUED)

Lucy takes
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LUCY ( CONT' D)
Hel | o, there. Hel | o. Hel | o.

(to Archie)
|"d introduce you, but |I'm not
going to name himuntil | decide

to keep him
She holds the baby out to Archie. He shakes his head.

ARCHI E
Better not. | haven't read the
i nstructi on manual .

LUCY
| "' m consi dering Mbses. No one
knew who his father was either.
(to Mss Mmm)

Mss Mmm take M. Goodwin to
the nursery and hel p hi m pack
up the clothing the baby cane
in.

She sits to play with the baby. The Nurse and Mss M mm
| ook at Archie skeptically as they go out.

W PE TO
I NT. VALDON MANSI ON - HALLWAY - DAY

Archie returns to the living roomcarrying a little suitcase.
In the b.g, Lucy is playing the piano. The baby is asleep in
a bassinet near the piano. Next to her on the piano bench is
smal | dog. He hel ps her play.

LUCY
No, Robert. That's a bad dog.
Get down now. Ch, hello.

ARCHI E
| need those nanes now.

LUCY
| told you: his best friends
were Leo Bingham WIIlis Krug
and Julian Haft.

ARCHI E
| mean the femal e nanes.
Candi dat es.

She strikes a few chords on the piano.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
| know, ma'am It's hard to
name wonen you think Dick m ght
have pl ayed house with. ..

LUCY
The problemis not that it's
hard, M. Goodw n, but that
it's so easy. There's a list.

She gestures over at the table. He sees it.

Lucy is playing. Archie |istens,
pours the martinis at the bar.
couch. He hands her a martini.

LUCY ( CONT' D)
You know what? |1'd like to
have a martini. Wuld you? Is
it too early. O what?

ARCHI E
Well, | mght as well be
sociable. It's one of ny

functions to understand any
woman we're dealing with. Wlfe
is hopeless at it,

LUCY
That's part of your job?
ARCHI E
Sure.
LUCY
Are you an expert?
ARCHI E
Sonme have said so. You play.
"Il make the martinis. | favor

five to one.

LUCY
OCh, no. Wait. You can't just
drink it. W have to be
civilized and observe a ritual.
(hol di ng out her drink)
You take a sip of mne; 1"l
take a sip of yours.

( CONTI NUED)

W PE TO

as he gently swirls and
She finishes and goes to the
He starts to take a sip.
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ARCHI E
A fine old Persian custom
Used to foil poisonings.

He extends his own drink, and steadies her elbow. They sip
and their eyes neet. Beat. Then she stands abruptly,
knocki ng his gl ass away.

LUCY
What am | doing? Wy did | do
t hat ?

ARCHI E

M. Wlfe says we never really
get to the why of anything.

LUCY
And earlier, | nearly called
you Archie. Are you a hypnotist?

ARCHI E
Archie is nmy nane. Don't cal
me Svengal i .

LUCY
l"mnot trying to flirt.
don't know how to flirt.
Archie sips his martini, |eans on the piano.

ARCHI E
Vell, nmen and wonen flirt.
Horses flirt. Parakeets flirt.
Undoubt edly oysters flirt, but
t hey must have sone special ..

She abruptly | eaves the room enbarrassed.
LUCY
Don't forget the baby clothes
when you go, M. Goodw n.
And she's gone. Archie blinks in astoni shnent.
EXT. BROMWMSTONE - STOOP (STUDIO - DAY
Archie lets hinself in.
ARCH E (V. Q)
The Val don Mansion was only

twenty four short bl ocks away
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCH E (V. O.) (CONT' D)
frombrownstone, and I"'ma
wal ker. | wanted to be unpacked
and ready for Wl fe.

| NT. BROWNSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY
ANGLE ON BABY CLOTHES

strewn all over Wlfe's desk next to the enpty suitcase.
There are booties, a t-shirt, a sweater, a hat, overalls, a
bl anki e, diapers. Archie is inspecting the rubber pants.
How do they work? Wolfe cones in, stops just short of his
desk and grow s.

WOLFE
VWhat the devil is this?

ARCHI E
Baby paraphenalia. No |aundry
mar ks. No store | abels. But
there's one itemthat m ght
help. [If you don't spot it
yourself, it may not be worth
ment i oni ng.

Wl fe starts inspecting the clothes. Archie |ooks snug.

WOLFE

Did you get the nanes?
ARCHI E

Yes. Do you want it verbatinf?
WOLFE

Not if you' re satisfied.
ARCHI E

| am
WOLFE

VWhat el se?

ARCHI E
There's a Monet and a Munch in
the living room and an antique
Salor Rug in the hall. | amin
bad with her because | forgot
she's an Arnstead and |'m a
peasant. She'll sleep it off.

Wl fe eyes Archie, suspiciously.

( CONTI NUED)



MOTHER HUNT 11-16-01 GREEN 6

CONTI NUED
WOLFE
You had better report verbatim
ARCHI E
No, no. Not necessary. [|I'm
satisfied.
WOLFE

Have you any suggestions?

ARCHI E
Yes. Tell her you've discovered
it's ny baby and if she'll marry
me, she can keep it. As for
t he not her. ..

WOLFE
Shut up.

Wl fe holds the overalls up to the light. He pulls his
magni fyi ng gl ass out and | ooks at the buttons closely.

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
The buttons on this garnent
seem i nappropriate. The nateri al
| ooks |Ii ke horsehair, there is
consi derable variation in size
and shape. They couldn't
possi bly have been nade by a
machi ne.

ARCHI E
Congr at ul ati ons.

WOLFE
Shoul d | apol ogi ze for pulling
a feather fromyour cap?

ARCHI E
Nah. We'll split it. The
brand | abel is Little Cherub
which is located in the Garnent
District. [1'll go there and
see what they know.

{A&E: END ACT ONE}
EXT. GARMENT DI STRICT - DAY

Archi e dodges through the frenzy of the garnment district.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCH E (V. Q)
The Garnent District of New
York is no place to go for a
stroll. | visited three baby
outfitters and four button firns
aski ng about honmenmade horsehair
butt ons and nobody knew and
nobody cared. Then | saw a
sign lettered: MR LOSSOFF' S

DI STI NGUI SHED BUTTONS. | woul d
have gone there first had |
known.

| NT. EXCLUSI VE NOVELTY BUTTON COVPANY -- DAY

SPOT SIGN: MR LOSSOFF' S DI STI NGUI SHED BUTTONS - Supplier to
the Queen. Archie enters, pulling the overalls out of his
paper bag.

ARCHI E
Excuse ne. | amin search of...

The RECEPTI ONI ST doesn't even | ook up from her di me novel.
She just rings the reception bell.

NI KOLAS LOSSEFF energes fromthe back room He instantly
sees the buttons on the overalls, jerks themout of Archie's
hand and squints intensely at each button in turn, using a
jewel er's | oop.

LOSSEFF
VWhere did these buttons cone
fronf

ARCHI E
That's ny |ine.

LOSSEFF
Are you a button man?

ARCHI E
No.

LOSSEFF
You |isten then. | know nore
about buttons than any man in
the worl d. | have the nost
conprehensive collection in
exi st ence.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)

12



MOTHER HUNT 11-13-01 GREEN 8
CONTI NUED:

LOSSEFF ( CONT' D)
| have sold buttons to the
Duchess of Wndsor, to the Queen
Eli zabeth, and to M ss Bette

Davis. | have given buttons to
nine different nmuseuns in five
different countries. | know

absolutely that no man coul d
show ne a button that | couldn't
pl ace, but you have done so.

ARCHI E
Al right, | listened. Now
it's your turn. | know |l ess
about buttons than any man in
the world and | want to know
where these buttons came from
You can't tell ne.

LOSSEFF
| admit | can't!

ARCHI E
But you know about buttons.

LOSSEFF
| know all about buttons!

ARCHI E
| s there any chance that they
were made by a nachi ne?

LOSSEFF
| npossible. Think, man. It's
horsehair! Horsehair! Soneone
spent hours on each one. A
techni que | have never seen.
(Archie tries to take them
Losseff won't turn | oose)
Sell me one for ny collection.

Archie has to yank to get the overalls.
ARCHI E
If I can, I wll. | recognize
a button fiend when | see one.
| NT. BROAWNSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY

Archie cones in as Wl fe energes fromthe office, on his way
up to the plant roons.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Vel | ?

ARCHI E
Well so far, in fact, perfect.
A man who knows as nuch about
buttons as you do about food
has never seen anything |ike
them Sonmebody spent hours
maki ng each one of them

WOLFE
Satisfactory.

He gets on the elevator, and then stops.

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
WIIl there be tinme to place an
advertisenent in tonorrow s
papers? Tinmes and News and
Gazette.

ARCHI E
hop toit, all three. If

fl
wait, Gazette only.

I
I
WOLFE
Place an ad in each. At the
top, in boldface, 36 point type
ONE HUNDRED DCOLLARS, will be
paid to the first person to
provide information leading to
t he maker by hand of white

horsehair buttons, irregular in
Si ze.

Wl fe ascends. Archie detours to the phone.
EXT. NEWSTAND - DAY

Archie is in conference with BEATRI CE EPPS fromthe
secretarial pool. He carries the overalls in a paper bag.
She eyes Archie with interest.

ARCH E (V. Q. ) (CONT' D)
By 8 amthe next norning, the
ad had flushed one Beatrice
Epps, who only had one thing on
her beady little m nd.

BEATRI CE
How do | know you'll pay nme?

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E
You don't. Naturally what you
tell me will have to be useful.
You could tell me that you knew
a man i n Singapore who made
horsehair buttons but he's dead.

BEATRI CE
|'ve never been to Singapore.

ARCHI E
Exactly. Were did you see thenf?

BEATRI CE
On agirl's blouse. She filled
in at the office for a nonth,
from St opgap Enpl oynent agency.

Archie pulls the overalls from his bag.

ARCHI E
Anything |ike these?

BEATRI CE
Exactly like that! She said
her aunt nmade t hem out of
hor sehai r.

ARCHI E
VWhat was her nanme?

BEATRI CE
| suppose | have to tell you

ARCHI E
Do you want the noney?

He hol ds out $100.
BEATRI CE

Her nane's Anne Tenzer. You'l

probably find her attracti ve.

Everybody el se did.
He hands it to her.

W PE TO

| NT. CHURCHI LL HOTEL - BLUE ALCOVE BAR -- DAY

ANNE TENZER wal ks into the bar. Archie is waiting for her.

( CONTI NUED)

15
10
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ARCH E (V. Q)
M ss Epps was right. M ss Tenzer
probably aroused in many nen
the feelings necessary for the
propagati on of the species.
Per haps even Ri chard Val don

W PE TO
They have drinks, are sitting in a booth.

ANNE
O course | recognize them
They're nmade by ny Aunt Ell en.
It takes her forever just to
make one. Wnding horsehair
around and around isn't nuch of
a hobby, but there's not much
el se to do in Mahopac.

She holds the baby overalls up as if trying them on.

ANNE ( CONT' D)
But don't tell ne someone saw
me wearing these. They woul dn't
fit.

Archi e takes them back.

ARCHI E
How | got themis kind of
special. Wuld you like to
hear about it?

ANNE
No. My one fault is that I'm
not interested in anything that
doesn't involve ne.
(changi ng tones)
Haven't we had enough about
buttons?

ARCHI E
Sure. Let's talk about work. |
col l ect buttons. You work for
St opgap Enpl oynent Servi ces.
How often do gaps need to be

st opped?
ANNE

Oh, I'mvery very busy.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)

16
11
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ANNE ( CONT' D)
Very special. Wen a private
secretary to a big executive
gets married or gets fired by
her boss's wife, I'mthe one
t hey ask for.

ARCHI E
Because the boss's wives |ike
you?

ANNE

|"'mnore |ike revenge.

ARCHI E
So. You work for big tine
executives. Ever try a scientist
or, say, a fanous author?

ANNE
No. They can't afford ne.

| NT. BROWNSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY

Wl fe | ooks up fromhis book. He raises an eyebrow.
finishes reporting.

ARCH E (V. Q)
| got honme and gave Wl fe the
facts. Wen | finished he said,
"Satisfactory."

WOLFE
Satisfactory.

ARCH E (V. Q)
Then he deci ded that was an
under st at ement .

WOLFE

Very Satisfactory.
ARCHI E

Yes, sir, | could use a raise.
WOLFE

No doubt .
He | ooks at the wall clock. Five mnutes to dinner.
WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Can you get Saul now?

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E
Wiy? | didn't say | would quit
if I didn't get a raise. |
merely said | could use one.

WOLFE
And | said, no doubt. You wll
go to Mahopac. Meanwhil e Sau
will learn whether Mss Tenzer
gave birth to that baby. He
can do it without stirring dust.

ARCHI E
| ndubitably he is the seventh
son of a seventh son

I NT. VALDON MANSION -- DAY 13

Archie is let in by the Maid and escorted to the living room
where Lucy is giving a lecture about Killer Fogs to an
attentive audi ence of bright eyed old geezers in bowies and
sensi bl e looking ladies in neckties - not the fashionabl e
crowd, although one or two of Lucy's fluffy friends are there
| ooki ng puzzled. She has a chart. She and Archie nake eye
contact and he bows out.

LUCY

Last Decenber, when a thick fog
intensified by coal tar snoke
covered London for three days,
4703 peopl e died. An analysis
of the air shows |evels of
sul pher di oxi de and carbon
nmonoxi de whi ch increased..

(she continues under. W

cannot hear her)
... whenever the tenperature
rose over a four day period.
You could not see across the
street. Even though 4000 people
is twice the death rate for
t he sane period, London officials
deny that the fog had anyt hing..

ARCH E (V. Q)
| stopped by on ny way out of
town to brief the client on our
remar kabl e progress, but she
was all wapped up in Fog. On
her, it | ooked good.
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EXT. H GHWAY - DAY
Archie zips north on the Sawm || Expressway towards Mahopac.
EXT. MAHOPAC GENERAL STORE/ FI LLI NG STATI ON - DAY

Archie gets directions froma LOCAL, who points himup the
r oad.

EXT. ROAD -- DAY

The Studebaker pulls up to a nmail box readi ng "TENZER " He
turns into the bunpy road.

ARCH E (V.Q)
After conferring with a | ocal
sage, | found Aunt Ellen's
cottage off the beaten path

EXT. TENZER COITAGE - DAY

Archie pulls the Studebaker in behind a CAR that sits in the
garage. He goes up to the door. It opens before he reaches
it. ELLEN TENZER carries a dog who | ooks famliar.

ELLEN TENZER
Vell, hello there, what brings
you out nmy way?

ARCHI E
M ss Ell en Tenzer?

ELLEN TENZER
That's ny nane.

ARCH E
Mne's Goodwin. [|'min the
butt on busi ness, and | under st and
you are, too. I|I'minterested
in the horsehair buttons you
make.

ELLEN TENZER
Buttons? How did you know I
make buttons?

ARCH E
You' d |ike ne better if | said
it was for art's sake, but |I'm
in the button business. | would
pay a good price, cash

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

ELLEN TENZER
| only have a few Only
sevent een.

ARCHI E
That will do for a start. Do
you suppose | could have a drink
of water? It's been a long ride.

ELLEN TENZER
Cone on in then.

She steps back to let himin.
| NT. TENZER COTTAGE - KI TCHEN - DAY

As Archie cones, he spies sonething, on a table under a vase
of flowers. He sidles over - just under the vase is the
folded up Gazette. Just visible is a PORTION OF WOLFE' S AD:
100 DOLLARS in bold over two col umns..

ARCH E (V.Q)
Her knowi ng about the ad changed
t he program conpletely.

She brings himthe water, sees that the ad is visible.

ELLEN TENZER
How did you find out that |
make buttons?

ARCHI E
The Button man. Good water.
Deep wel | ?

She stops being polite and becones a brusque nurse.

ELLEN TENZER
Al'l right, you've had your drink,
Bub, nove on

ARCHI E
But M ss Tenzer, |'ve driven
sixty mles just to-

ELLEN TENZER
| don't care if you've driven
six hundred mles. |'mnot
goi ng to show you any buttons
and I'mnot going to tal k about
t hem

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)

20
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ELLEN TENZER ( CONT' D)
Get out!

W PE TO
EXT. MAHOPAC GENERAL STORE/ FI LLI NG STATI ON -- DAY 19

Archi e has parked the car next to the filling station and is
on the phone in the phone boot h.

| NTERCUT WTH I NT. BROMSTONE - OFFI CE

ARCHI E
The aunt's not the nother but
she knows who put the overalls
on the baby. She may be phoning
t hat sonebody right now, but
that can't be helped. 1'm going
back and stake her out. W can
cover her around the clock if
you send Saul and Fred and Orie.

WOLFE
When will you eat?

ARCHI E
Tonor r ow maybe.

EXT. GRAVEL ROAD -- DAY 20

Archi e has parked the Studebaker on the side of the road is
taking off towards the house.

EXT. TENZER COITAGE - DAY 21

Archie creeps up towards the house. But then he gets far
enough to see sonething's wong.

SPOT THE GARAGE. It's enpty now. Archie breaks from cover
and conmes out into the yard. He is pissed and kicks a few
things to show it.

ARCH E (V. Q)
She'd left. It called for
profanity, and | used sone. |
don't apol ogi ze.

He pounds on the front door. No answer. He tries the
door knob. It's locked. He tries a window. Al so | ocked.
He tries another wi ndow.  Success.
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| NT. TENZER COTTAGE - DAY

Archie cones in a window. He listens. Not a sound. He
starts to search. He opens drawers and | ooks in cabinets.
He's looking for letters, phone nunbers, anything to tie
Ell en Tenzer to the baby. At the last stop, a cupboard, he
di gs under a pile and discovers two pair of overalls - just
| i ke Baby Valdon's. Both of them have four horsehair white
but t ons.

ARCH E (V. Q)
Who' d have thought that | could
get pleasure | ooking at baby
cl ot hes.

OM TTED
| NT. BROWNSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY

ARCH E (V. Q)
For the next eighteen hours,
Saul Panzer, Fred Durkin and
Orie Cather, in shifts, had
Ell en Tenzer's house under wraps.
But nobody cane.

Wl fe comes into the office, bearing an orchid. Archie is
twddling his thunbs. Wlfe |looks at him Archie holds up
his twiddling thunbs. Wlfe puts his orchid in a vase.

He sits down and starts to go through his mail.

EXT. GRAVEL ROAD -- DAY

ORRI E CATHER settles in to watch. He starts by filing his
nail s.

| NT. BROWNSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY (LATER
Wl f e searches for another book bal anced high on a | adder.
WOLFE
Confound it. That woman has
skedadddl ed.

Archie pulls a quarter fromhis pocket, tosses it onto the
desk, and | ooked at it.

ARCHI E
Heads, No.
WOLFE
Pfui. | want your opinion.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E
You do not. You are rem nding
me that if | had stayed there
instead of going to call you,
woul d have been on her tail.
EXT. GRAVEL RQOAD -- DAY

Orie is apparently asleep. But he reacts to a sound. His

eyes pop open at what he sees. He hunkers down so as not to

be seen. Then peers out.

A police car passes him flashing lights. PURLEY STEBBI NS
is in the passenger seat.

Orie turns to watch. The car pulls in to Ellen Tenzer's
house and Stebbins gets out.

| NT. BROMNSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY

ARCHI E
Damm it. Are you sure it was
Stebbins? No, Orie, just conme
i n!

Archie stares at the phone, slanms it down and turns.

ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
That was Orie. | told himto
cone in because the aunt won't
be com ng hone. She's dead.
Three nmen cane in a state police
car, and one of themwas Purley
Stebbins. It doesn't take |uck
or brains to know that a New
York Hom ci de sergeant doesn't
go to Putnam County | ooking for
whi te horsehair buttons.

WOLFE
A presunption is not a certainty.
I nvite Lon Cohen for |unch.
Archie starts dialing.
{A&E: END ACT TWO
| NT. DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

They have reached dessert - Coupé aux marrons (white ice
cream chesnuts in syrup). Lon shakes his head.

( CONTI NUED)

23
26

27

28

29



29

30

30A

MOTHER HUNT 11-16-01 GREEN 29

CONTI NUED:

ARCHI E
Do we still have a credit
bal ance?

LON

And here | thought you just
enj oyed ny conpany.

ARCHI E
What have you got on a woman
named Tenzer? Ellen Tenzer?

LON
Don't be so dammed roundabout,
Archie. |If you want to know

what we've got on a nurder
j ust say so.

Archi e and Wl fe exchange | ooks.

EXT. STREET -

TWO OLD PEOPLE show the COP who's been called to investigate

ARCHI E.
So.

DAY

what they saw in a car.

He opens the door and Ellen Tenzer's armfalls hal fway out

LON (V.Q)
Around six o'clock this norning
a cop was called to investigate
a car parked on Thirty-eighth
Street.

onto the street.

LON (V. Q. ) (CONT' D)
El l en Tenzer had been strangl ed.
The piece of cord was still
around her throat.

| NT. DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

ARCHI E
But who was she?

LON
A regi stered nurse.

WOLFE
Ah.

( CONTI NUED)
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LON
What ?

ARCHI E
"Ah".

LON

Ah. Good. She inherited a house
i n Mahopac and enough to live
on, so she quit working and
started boardi ng babi es.

WOLFE
She boarded illegitimte
chi |l dren?

LON

One at a tine.

WOLFE
Were did they conme fronf

LON
And where did they go to? Nobody
knows.

ARCHI E
Inalittle town |ike Mahopac?

LON
Nobody knew anyt hi ng about her
| ast boarder except it was a
boy, it was a nonth old when it
arrived, and she called him

Bust er.
ARCHI E
Buster. That's sonething.
Thanks.
LON
Wait. | raise. D d you find

the buttons you advertised for?
Yes or no?

ARCH E
If you had a trained mnd |ike
me, you wouldn't do that. W
run an ad for buttons, and then
we ask about Ellen Tenzer, so
you assune there's a connecti on.

( CONTI NUED)
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30A  CONTI NUED: (2) 30A
LON
Logic is like that.
ARCHI E
Not at all. M. Wlfe |likes

horsehair buttons on his pants.
Lon | ooks at Wl fe. Wl fe says nothing.

LON
| see.

ARCHI E
For his suspenders.

LON
Nero Wl fe wears suspenders.
Now t hat is news.
W PE TGO
30B | NT. BROANSTONE - OFFICE - DAY 30B

The boys return from | unch.

ARCHI E
Tal k about ifs.
WOLFE
Futil e.
ARCHI E
If | had stuck with her, she
m ght still be alive. Now we

have Craner and Stebbins on the
trail and ny fingerprints all
over the house.

WOLFE
You can supply no information
rel evant to the nurder.

ARCHI E
The hell | can't.

WOLFE
You were hired to find horsehair
buttons, you don't know why.

ARCHI E

Then 1" m w t hhol di ng evi dence.
Do | nane the client?

( CONTI NUED)
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He reaches for

WOLFE
Certainly not. W are not
obliged to disclose a client's
name nerely so the police can
test an assunpti on.

ARCHI E
| was in her house. She gave
me a glass of water.

WOLFE
Archie. Do you think | can
identify the nother w thout
| earni ng who killed that woman?

ARCHI E
No.

WOLFE
Then don't badger ne. I1t's bad
enough wi t hout that.

his book: Food fromthe Sea by Rachel Carson.

ARCH E (V. Q)
Since the genius was not inclined
to work, | used nmy first rate
detective skills to find out
how much the police knew before
they canme to haul ne away.

I NT. CHURCHI LL HOTEL - BLUE ALCOVE BAR - DAY

Archie waits at the booth as Anne Tenzer cones in.
He's al ready got the drinks:

towards him

a glass of mlKk.

ARCH E (V.Q)
My first stop was Anne Tenzer,
who had been haul ed down to
headquarters and was sore.

ANNE
You're not a button collector.
You're Nero Wl fe's | egman,
Archi e Goodw n.

ARCHI E
I"mreally nore of an assistant.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANNE
It's not that you lied, that's
your job. And it's not ny Aunt
El l en. \Whoever killed her,
you didn't start it.

ARCHI E
And still you're sore at ne.
ANNE
Yes. |'mnot sure why. After
all, nowl'man heiress. A creaky

ol d cottage in Mahopac and a
dog with very bad breath

ARCHI E
Maybe you just wanted to see ny
face again and didn't know how
to ask.

ANNE
No. That's not it. Not
precisely. But it's close.

She smles at him Archie smles ganely back, but really
has other things on his mnd. He reaches for the check.

| NT. VALDON MANSI ON - HALLWAY/ LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Archie cones in to the living room
Archie is a little enchanted. She sees him and stops.

guitar.

LUCY
M. Goodw n.

ARCHI E
Ms. Valdon. | take it you
haven't seen the evening edition?

LUCY
|'ve seen it but | haven't read

It.

ARCHI E.
Then 1'1l brief you. Friday
norning | called on a woman
named El |l en Tenzer. The baby
was at her house for about three
nmont hs.

LUCY
So she's the nother?

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E

No.
LUCY

She knows who the nother is!
ARCHI E

Probably she did.
LUCY

You nean she forgot?
ARCHI E

What ?
LUCY

How coul d she forget?
ARCHI E

She didn't.
LUCY

The grandnot her!
ARCHI E

No.
LUCY

Aunt, uncle, second cousin?
ARCHI E

(cuts her off)

She' s dead.
LUCY

Dead?
ARCHI E

An old couple found her in a
parked car - here in Manhatt an.

Strangl ed. ..
LUCY
Mur der ed?
ARCHI E
Right. And it's certain the
police will find out I was in

her house, and ask nme why, and..

LUCY
You're saying it was ny fault?

( CONTI NUED)
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32 CONTI NUED: ( 2)

ARCHI E
Listen. If | tell themthat
you're ny client, you'll get
invited dowmntown for a chat...
LUCY
" mresponsi ble for a nurder.
ARCHI E
No. |'mthe one who | eft her
al one.
LUCY

| sent you out there.

ARCHI E
The responsibility belongs to
whoever |eft the baby in your
vestibule, so don't try to claim
it.

LUCY
| don't like this. Mirder.
It's so...it's just bad. It's..
(realizing)
VWhat do you nmean I'll be invited

downt own? By the police?

ARCHI E
That was an if, Ms. Val don.
If we nane you as the client.

LUCY
Why don't you call me Lucy?

ARCHI E
You're very giddy for a girl
t hat doesn't know how to flirt.
But put it in witing and |
will.

LUCY
So you've cone here to tell ne
not to tell anyone that 1've
hired you? Wre you foll owed?

ARCHI E.
Not unl ess he was very good,
Ms. Val don.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E. ( CONT' D)
(on her 1o00k)
I f you think we owe you an
apol ogy for letting a nother
hunt hatch a nurder, here it

i S.
LUCY
No. | owe you an apol ogy.
| was so rude. That's not the
word, Lucy. | was such a...a

jerk, that day.
(he reacts. Beat. He
starts to go.)

You' re goi ng?

ARCHI E
Sure. |'ve done the errand.

LUCY
Ch. Well, then. Goodbye.

ARCHI E
Goodbye.

They part but it's no |onger just business.

33 | NT. BROANSTONE - HALLWAY - NI GHT
Archie cones in the door. Voices are being raised in the
of fice.
ARCH E (V. Q)
| canme hone to find I nspector
Cranmer and M. Wl fe engaged in
a friendly interrogation.
34 | NT. BROMNSTONE - OFFICE - N GHT

Wl fe and Craner are al nost nose to nose.

WOLFE
If you take nme, 1'Il stand nute.
| would sl eep under a bridge
and eat scraps before I would
wantonly submt a client to
of ficial harassnent.

CRAMER
You eating scraps. Good God.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 34
ARCHI E
| nspector Craner, fancy neeting
you here.
CRAMER

You all packed, Goodwi n? W're
goi ng downt own.

Archi e holds out his hands for handcuffs.

CRAMER ( CONT' D)
AWWY,

| NT. BROWNSTONE - HALLWAY - NI GHT 35
ARCH E (V. Q)
| was in custody from 10: 04
P.M Sunday to 10: 05 a.m Monday
when Nat hani el Parker arrived
with ny bail.
Cramer and Archie go down the hall and out the door
W PE TO
| NT. BROAWNSTONE - HALLWAY - DAY 36

Archi e cones back in the door, sane clothes, |ooking tired
runpl ed and unshaven.

| NT. BROWNSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY 37

Archie cones in. Wlfe is reading.

ARCHI E
Vell, | see you' ve kept busy.
(no response.)
" mgoing upstairs. | had a

one-hour nap wth a dick standing
by. What's for |unch?

WOLFE
Sweet breads i n béchanel sauce
with truffles and chervil.
Beet and wat ercress sal ad.
Brie.

ARCHI E.
If there is enough left over,
you may have sone.

He starts to go.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Bef ore you go, arrange for Ms
Val don to cone here at two. As
we are under surveillance, she
shoul d enter at the back.

ARCHI E

And | should resign on the spot,
but I amtoo tired.

He reaches for the phone.
W PE TO
| NT. BROANSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY 38

Lucy tosses her coat across the back of the red | eather chair
and sits.

LUCY
| told Archie I'msorry |I'm
late, | didn't realize he would
have to wait at the back gate

for ne.

Lucy, unaware of Wl fe's reaction to the use of Archie's
first nanme, pulls her notebook out of her purse. Wlfe glares
at Archie.

ARCH E (V. Q)
It was a bad start. No client
has ever called him Nero, so
her saying "Archie", neant to
hi mthat she was taking liberties
or that | already had.

WOLFE
M. Goodwin and | are in a
pi ckle, Ms. Valdon. Ellen
Tenzer is dead, and for the
present we shall |eave her to
the police, because we know
that she didn't put the baby in
your vestibule. But we-

LUCY
(writing)
How do we know t hat?
WOLFE

| nf er ence.

( CONTI NUED)
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LUCY
A nurse woul dn't use a bare
pi n.

WOLFE

Yes. The point is that if we
assunme that Ellen Tenzer was
killed to prevent her from
revealing the origin of the
baby, and continue to conceal
her connection to you, M.
Goodwi n and | are w t hhol di ng
evi dence of a hom cide, which
is a fel ony.

LUCY
So you assune that's why she
was kil led?

WOLFE

It would be vacuous not to.
LUCY

Why ?
WOLFE

Focus on ny point, if you can.
| f we continue to conceal what
we know to prevent you from
bei ng badgered by the police,
it wn't do nerely to find the
nmot her, we nust now find the

mur der er

LUCY
Why ?

WOLFE
Ar chi e.

LUCY

| don't want to have anything
to do with a nurderer.

ARCHI E
You don't, Ms. Valdon, but we
do. Wat he's saying is that
if you drop us, we have to open
up to the cops.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
Then cops and reporters will be
on your doorstep, asking you
and your friends and your famly
about the baby. But if you
stick, the police won't ever
have to know about your
connection to Ellen Tenzer,
provi ded you don't tell them

She opens her nouth, and closes it again. She reaches into
her purse and pulls out a nicely folded note on a nice |ady
not ecar d.

| NSERT NOTE: MEMO. To Archie Goodwin: Call nme Lucy. Lucy
Val don

Archie | ooks up at Wilfe to see how he is taking it. He is
not taking it well.

ARCH E ( CONT' D)
Not if you're no longer a client.

LUCY
| am O course, | am

ARCHI E
Ms. Valdon...Lucy...prefers us
to the cops. Good for our self-

est eem

WOLFE
So | proceed?

LUCY
Yes.

WOLFE

Then you'll have to help. W
must expand the |ist of nanes
of wonen with whom your husband
m ght have consorted last fall.
| want to nmeet with four nen
who knew nore than you of his
escapades.

LUCY

That woul d be Leo, Julian, WIlis
and | suppose, Manny Upton.

( CONTI NUED)



MOTHER HUNT 11-13-01 GREEN 38
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WOLFE
And | have your promi se that if
you are contacted by the police
you will stand nute?

LUCY
Yes.

Wl fe notes the tine: 3: 55.

WOLFE
One | ast question: Where were
you | ast Friday evening from
ei ght o' cl ock on?

LUCY
The ni ght she was nmurdered? You
can't nean that.

WOLFE
You should be gratified |
consi der it inmaginable.

LUCY
You have a strange idea of what
gratifies people. | had dinner

with the governor to tal k about
Killer Fog and was hone for the
ten o' cl ock feeding.

WOLFE
Are you referring to the London
event ?

ARCHI E

Yes, it seens Ms. Val don
suspects the air is poison. |
don't know how she sl eeps at
ni ght .

LUCY

Archie, it's sul phur dioxide.
We are going to poi son ourselves
to get honme fromthe office
five m nutes sooner.

(to Wl fe)
It's utter nonsense to suspect
ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Not hi ng i s nonsense that concerns
t he vagari es of human conduct.
Good day, Ms. Val don

And he | eaves. Lucy |looks at Archie, and smles.

ARCH E (V. Q)
For the next two hours, we
arranged a very different soci al
event fromthe ones Ms. Val don

was used to. | called her Lucy
once and she called ne Archie
tw ce.
WPE TO
OM TTED 39
| NT. BROANSTONE - HALLWAY - DAY 40

ARCH E (V. Q)
When the tinme came for Lucy to
depart, a nmmj or devel opnent
occurred. Since she was now
committed as a client, there
was no reason for her to use
t he back door

Fritz is dusting. Archie helps her on with her coat. At the
door, Lucy turns.

LUCY
Thank you for a |l ovely afternoon.

She holds out her hand. Archie takes it. They shake but
they don't let go. They hold for a nonent, just enough to
establish the connection and let go at the sane tinme. They
smle. He opens the door and ushers her out. Fritz reacts,
worried. The SOUND of the elevator. As Archie cones back
in, Wlfe enmerges fromthe elevator, returning fromthe plant
roons. Archie smles at him

ARCHI E
The party is arranged for 9:00.

WOLFE
You're aware that |'m not going
to ask you what was on that
paper that wonman handed you.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E
It has to be nentioned sooner
or later. She wote in |onghand:
' Dearest Archie, Lizzie Borden
t ook an ax, and gave her nother
forty whacks. Your |oving Lucy.
I n case you wonder -

WOLFE
Shut up.

He stalks off. Archie |ooks at Felix, who dusts
i ndustriously.

ARCHI E
You don't dust, Fritz.

Fritz maintains his dignity and stalks off as well. Archie
checks hinself out in the mrror. He can't help it. He's
pl eased with what he sees.

{A&E: END ACT THREE}
OM TTED 40A
| NT. BROANSTONE - OFFI CE - NI GHT 41

As Fritz serves the guests, Wlife sits at his desk studying
3x5 cards that Archie has handed him He | ooks up.

ARCH E (V. Q)
The party began on tine. |
profiled themneatly for Wl fe,
and will do so for you.

SHOT OF MANUEL UPTON - taking a pill with a glass of water.

ARCH E (V. O.) (CONT' D)
Manual Upton, the Editor of the
D staf f Magazi ne, discovered
Di ck Val don and published his
first stories.

SHOT of WLLIS KRUG -
ARCH E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
WIllis Krug was Val don's agent
and anxious to get back to work.

SHOT OF JULI AN HAFT - in his fifties, balding, shaped |ike a
pear on toothpicks, polishes his balloon-tired cheaters.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
The di stingui shed Julian Haft
publ i shed M. Val don's novel s
and clained to be his good
friend.

HANDSOVE LEO BI NGHAM - puts down his glass after a sip of
the brandy and | ooks at Wl fe with astoni shnent.

ARCH E (V. O.) (CONT' D)
Leo Bi ngham was Di ck Val don's
ol dest friend and fell ow
connoi sseur of the fennal e of
t he speci es.

Bl NGHAM
Incredible. Serving this elixir
offhand - and to a stranger!

WOLFE
In ny house, a guest is a guest,
stranger or not. You are a
radi o producer, are you not?

Bi ngham gi ves Wl fe his neon smle

Bl NGHAM
And gl ad of the chance to neet
you. |'ve often thought you'd

have enornous possibilities for
radi o and now that |'ve heard
your voice, nmy God, it would be
st upendous!

HAFT
This is the way it goes, M.
Wl fe. Mass culture. He's
interested in your voice. |I'm
interested in your mnd. Have
you ever witten a book?

WOLFE
Unt hi nkable, M. Haft. Nothing
corrupts a man so deeply as

witing a book. | wouldn't
presumne.

KRUG
Can we get started? | got calls
to make.

Wl fe orates; the nmen listen, ask questions.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

ARCH E (V. Q)
Wl fe spun them a tal e about
Lucy hiring himto track down
anonynous |l etters she had
received froma | over of her
husband. |If they wanted to
save Lucy from bl ackmail, they
had to agree to nane every wonan
t hey thought Val don m ght have
been with the year before.

WOLFE
More brandy, M. Bi nghan?

Bl NGHAM
Payol a. He pours. A bribe.
He sips. But what a bribe!
The big smle.

UPTON
What exactly does this |over
say?

WOLFE

That would violate a firm
assurance | have given ny client.

LEO
Hell, 1'm hooked. | ' ve been
bri bed.

KRUG

| " m agai nst anyone who sends
anonynous letters, no matter

who. I'Il call ny list in later.
Can | go now?

UPTON
You shoul d be | ooking into that
baby she's got up there. |If
you don't you're going hash it
up. If Lucy Valdon wants a
favor fromnme, she can ask ne.

Upt on heads for the door. The others talk with Wl fe.

ARCH E (V. Q)
Upton was the only one who
ref used.

W PE TO
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| NT. BROMNSTONE - OFFICE - N GHT 41A
CLOSE ON TYPED LI STS
as Archie pulls themfromthe typewiter.

ARCH E (V. O.) (CONT' D)
And when the lists were gathered
and cross-referenced, we had
148 nanes.

He hands the lists to Saul, Orie and Fred, along with packets
of noney.

ARCH E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
And so - conceived by Wl fe,
executed by Goodw n and fuel ed
by the client's hard-earned
i nherited cash - the G eat Mther
Hunt began,

| NTERCUT:
- A CALENDAR PEELI NG OFF DAYS | N NOVEMBER 41B
| NT. BROWNSTONE OFFI CE - DAY 41C

A chart with WOVMEN S NAMES - Nanme after nane is checked off
by Fritz.

VARI QUS 41D
- Saul questions young couple at the beach.

- Saul questions Mexican worman

- Fat woman slanms door in Orie's face.

- Orie questions pretty Russian wonan.

- Fred talks to kids on the street.

- Fred questions |ady of the night

| NT. BROANSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY 41E
LUCY hands Archi e anot her check.

| NT. BROANSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY 41F

WOLFE reads a succession of books.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCH E (V.Q)
VWhen the results were in, four

nmystery babi es had been accounted

for and seven wonen who had
been away in June had been
tracked domm. Orie had fl own
to the Riviera and Fred to
Arizona. \When Saul phoned in
to report that he had cl osed
the |l ast gap twenty six days
and 8670 dollars later, we were
preci sely where we had been
when we had started: Nowhere.
There were, however, two
significant devel opnents.

| NT. VALDON MANSI ON - DAY

Lucy watches as Archie puts a record on a |arge consol e record

pl ayer .

ARCH E (V. Q)
The first was that ny
relationship with the client
had grown increasingly cordial.

They start danci ng.

ARCH E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
When a client is shelling out 3
C s a day and getting nothing
for her dough, the |east you
can do is drop in and say hello.

Archie gets fancy and Lucy follows himeasily.

ARCH E (V. O.) (CONT' D)
| discovered that as a dancer
she was no sl ouch. She was good
enough to take to the Fl am ngo
Cl ub.

They inprovise a bit and end up in a kiss.

IRIS INITRI'S OQUT

41F

42
41F

42
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43 I NT. VALDON MANSI ON - VESTI BULE - DAY

ARCHI E (V. Q)
The second devel opnment was t hat
Lucy cane wthin an ace of
quitting as a client. Craner
put two and two together and
got four and sent Stebbins to
do the counting.

Lucy opens the door to Purley Stebbins. They greet each
ot her and the SOUND COMVES UP on....

STEBBI NS
Did you know El |l en Tenzer?
LUCY
What business is that of yours?
STEBBI NS
"' m here on the people's
busi ness.
LUCY

Do you have a wit or a warrant
or whatever it is that you need?

STEBBI NS
Do you have papers for the
foundling you' ve taken in?

LUCY
O course.

STEBBI NS
| want to warn you, Ms. Val don
I f we make the connection between
you and Tenzer and Nero Wl fe
on our own, our next interview
w Il be down at headquarters.

LUCY
Good. 1've always wanted to
see them M grandfather's
conpany poured the foundations.

ARCH E (V. Q)
After Purley left, the queen
stormed out of her castle and
paid a visit to the peasant.

W PE TO
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44 | NT. BROANSTONE - Kl TCHEN - DAY 44*
Archie and Lucy are head to head in the kitchen. *

ARCHI E *

You want to hold hands, fine. *

You want to be a huffy client, *

fine. But it's not fair for a *

*

huffy client to call nme Archie.

LUCY
"' m not huffy! . *
ARCHI E
My point is mxing personal and *
busi ness relations is bad for
bot h.
LUCY

Don't be silly. W' ve been
m xi ng personal and busi ness
relations for a nonth.

ARCHI E *
Wiy are you here, Ms. Val don? *
LUCY *
|"mgoing to tell the police *
everything. Tell nme where to go *
and who to see. *
ARCHI E
You prom sed M. Wl fe you... *

( CONTI NUED)
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LUCY

They know about the baby. They
know I' myour client.

ARCHI E
Are you going to keep your nouth
shut ?

LUCY

He canme to ny house! He just
started aski ng questi ons!

ARCHI E
Are you?

| npasse.

{END HOUR A&E}
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| NT. BROWNSTONE - OFFI CE - N GHT 45*

Archie and Wl fe conme in after dinner. Wlfe goes to the
gl obe and spins it slowy inspecting the continents. Fritz
enters with the coffee.

ARCHI E
| won't join you for coffee.
have a date. O sorts. | know

we are expecting M. Craner but
he al nost never cones after
dinner. He'll probably be here
at 11: 02 tonorrow norni ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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He | eaves.

OM TTED

9-2-04 GOLDENRCD 45

WOLFE
Can | reach you?

ARCHI E
Sure. At Ms. Valdon's nunber.

WOLFE
She cane here this afternoon.

ARCHI E
Yes. She was shying a little.
She want ed sone assurance you
could stay in the saddle and |
supplied it.

WOLFE
Is she, in fact, in a pucker?

ARCHI E
She was afraid that you m ght
pull out. She asked ne to cone
back and report what you said.

WOLFE
Fl umrery.
ARCHI E
Ch. I'lIl tell her that.

Fritz sighs. Wl fe glowers.

ARCH E (V. Q. ) (CONT' D)
| was off by three m nutes.
Craner arrived at 11:05 the
next norni ng.

| NT. BROWNSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY

Craner is about to bounce out of his chair. There is a
towering stack of books on the desk and Wl fe is sorting

t hrough t hem

CRAMER
VWat's the matter? You bl ocked?

WOLFE
Yes.

( CONTI NUED)
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CRAMER
The hell you are.

( CONTI NUED)
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Cramer grow s,

CRAMER ( CONT' D)
Do you deny that there is a
di rect connection between
Goodwi n's seeing Ellen Tenzer
and the nurder?

WOLFE
No. Nor affirmit. | don't
know. And neither do you..

CRAMER
Nuts. You can add as well as |
can. You're spending Ms.
Val don' s noney |ike water. |
don't know what Panzer, Durkin
and Cat her are doing, but |
know what they're not doing.
They're not investigating the
death of Ellen Tenzer.
Therefore, you al ready know who

killed her.

WOLFE
As reasoning, that is admrably
specious. M. Cramer, | give

you ny word that | haven't the
faintest notion of who killed
El |l en Tenzer.

CRAVER
Your word?

WOLFE
My wor d.

CRAVER

Then what the hell are Goodw n
and hi s nonkeys doi ng?

WOLFE
They're not investigating a
hom ci de.

chonps his cigar and takes on Archie.

CRAMER
What tinme did you | eave Lucy
Val don' s house | ast night?

ARCHI E

What's that got to do with the
price of eggs in Reykjavik?

( CONTI NUED)
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CRAMER
The eight-to-two nan says you
entered at nine and didn't cone
out. The two-to-eight man says
you didn't conme out either.
You spent the night there.

Archie | ooks for sonmething to do to avoid Wl fe's gl ance.

ARCH E (V. Q)

This was all Wl fe needed.
First a woman passes a note to
me under his nose. Now Craner
was taking notes under ny w ndow.

(out 1 oud)
At a quarter to two Ms. Valdon
and I were sonewhat high, and
went out to dance on the
si dewal k. At a quarter past
two, she went back in and |
left. So they both m ssed ne

CRAMER

You're a liar.

(to Wl fe)
And you' re pigheaded. | want
the real reason Ms. Valdon is
spending a fortune on a stray
baby, and keeping her lip
buttoned, and if | don't get it
fromyou, by God, I'll get it
from her.

WOLFE
After all this? After | have
i ndul ged you to the utnost?
You would nolest ny client?

CRAMER
You're damm right | would. |
don't care what her nane is.

Craner grabs his hat and marches out. Archie goes to the
door and shuts it.

ARCH E (V. Q)
Cramer's bark was worse than
the DA's bite. They only kept
Lucy downtown for four hours.
For an Arnstead, that was enough
and she went to recover at her
country cottage..
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OM TTED 50
W PE TO
EXT. COUNTRY COTTAGE - FRONT -- DAY 51

A WOODIE pulls up to the estate, honks, and starts to di sgorge
its human occupants. TWD GARDENERS are planting a tree.
The HOUSEKEEPER and her HUSBAND cone out wavi ng.

ARCH E (V. Q)
She t ook the baby, the nurse,
the maid, and the cook and ne.

Archie pulls up just behind in the studebaker. Archie energes
wi th an overni ght bag.

ARCH E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
It was a nodest little cottage
wi th just enough roomfor the
Russi an arny.

EXT. COUNTRY COTTAGE - FRONT - DAY 52

Archi e enmerges, dressed for the country. He takes an
appreci ative breath of air. Lucy cones out.

LUCY
wn't M. Wl fe object to your
being here with ne? The client.

ARCHI E

Yes, but he can't fire ne.
LUCY

Wy not ?
ARCHI E

Because if | wasn't around he'd
be sl eeping under a bridge and
eating scraps.

(on her 1o00k)
He hates to work and half ny
sal ary conmes from poking him

LUCY
Sounds danger ous.

ARCHI E
Yeah.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
When | poke hard, he asks for
suggestions and then avoi ds
wor k by di sm ssing ny ideas.
So ny strategy this weekend has
been to prod himal ong by being
unavail able to scow at.

LUCY
WIIl it work?
ARCHI E
We shall see in a few hours.
OM TTED 53
| NT. BROMNSTONE - OFFI CE -- DAY 54
Archie conmes in and goes to his desk, still in country
cl ot hes.
ARCHI E

Good norni ng, good norning.

Ah, you shoul d have joined us
this weekend. Tranping the
nmoors, the fresh air, the late
night fires, the beautiful
baby. ..

WOLFE
CGet your not ebook.

Archie takes his time getting his notebook.
ARCH E (V. Q)
Thus started the second stage
of the Mother Hunt. And it was

el aborate even by Wl fe's
st andar ds.

W PE TO
| NT. COUNTRY COTTACE - DAY 55

Lucy | ooks out of sorts. Archie | ooks out of place in city
cl ot hes.

LUCY
But | don't want to come back
totowmn. It's not so nmuch going
back I object to. It's
publicity, period. |'m..

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E
An Arnmstead. | thought you
were tired of being an Arnstead
and that's why you'd taken up
with a raffish character |ike

ne.
LUCY

True. Onh, all right.
ARCHI E

"Il see you tonorrow. | have

to go plant a story.

I NT. LON COHEN S OFFI CE - DAY

Lon eats at his desk. Archie talKks.

LON
" m|istening.

ARCHI E
See it. A Sunday feature. A
good whol esone title, WOMEN
LI KE BABIES. Mbstly pictures.
VWhat text there is will tel
how Ms. Lucy Val don, beauti ful
wi dow of Richard Val don, has
taken a baby into her | uxurious
home. How she has hired a nurse
who is devoted to the little
| anmbkin and takes it out every
day around Washi ngt on Squar e,
So it can enjoy the beauties of

nat ur e.
LON
Lanmbki n?
ARCHI E
Angel pie. You choose, |'m not
witing it.
LON

You have the nerve of a one-
| egged man at an ass- ki cki ng
conventi on.

ARCHI E

That's not only vulgar, it's
irrel evant.

( CONTI NUED)
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LON
El | en Tenzer got nurdered on
account of that baby. And you
want nme to put a spotlight on
it? The next day, it gets
snat ched, and the Gazette gets
the blanme. | pass.

ARCHI E
Dd | nention the nurse will be
a detective, Sally Corbett -
the best fenale op around asi de
from Dol Bonner? Saul Panzer
and Fred Durkin and Orrie Cather
wll be within range.

LON
VWho killed Ell en Tenzer?

ARCHI E
Ask the cops.

Lon rubs his nose with his finger. The phone starts ringing
again. Anot her phone starts ringing. He is unperturbed.
Then.

LON
Al right. The picture deadline
for Sunday is Thursday 6 pm

He chooses a phone.
{ A&E: END ACT FI VE}

OM TTED 57
I NT. SALLY'S LOFT -- N GHT 58

ARCH E (V. Q)
| spent the next stage of the
Mot her Hunt with Sally Corbett,
who had made it necessary for
me to revise ny prejudi ce agai nst
female ops. And | held it
agai nst her, like Wlfe held it
agai nst Jane Austen for proving
wonen could wite.

SALLY CORBETT shows Archie around her digs, which is full of
gadgets and investigative gear. There is a very fenal e bed,
decked out in satin cushions, however. Sally goes to get

t he peranbulator. Archie tests the bed.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCH E ( CONT' D)
Did you ever find ny hat?

SALLY (O S.)
(1 ooki ng hi mover)
| don't remenmber you in a hat.

She turns to a shelf, pulls down the hat. Hands it to him
He pulls a pair of socks out of it. She's into the
per anbul at or.

SALLY (CONT' D)
Here we are. | tried the fish
eye lens but the aperture is
too big. So I'mtrying the 16
mllineter, but |I'm concerned
about the distortion. The renote
cabl e shutter rel ease works
li ke a charm

ARCHI E
You say the nost poetic things.
How soon will you be ready for
t he shoot ?

SALLY
Cotta get glanorous first.

ANGLE ON SALLY

as she sits in front of her vanity, leaning in to apply the
the first prosthetic of her age nakeup.

OM TTED 59
THRU
60
| NSERT:  NEWSPAPER SPI NNI NG - A60

It stops. We see the headline: WOMEN LOVE BABIES. Below it
are pictures of Lucy and the baby and Sally, |ooking 50,
wal ki ng the baby in the park.
MATCHED DI SSCLVE TGO
| NT. VALDON NMANSION - KITCHEN - MORNI NG 61
Archie, holding the article in his hand. He is in his shirt-

sl eeves. He folds back the paper and shows it to Lucy who
is pouring coffee, dressed in a peignoir.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E
WOVEN LOVE BABI ES. It's a matter
of taste. In ny opinion, WOVEN
LI KE BABI ES woul d have been
nmore subtl e.

LUCY
Lucy Arnstead. In the Gazette.
|'"ve had calls fromthree
friends, Uncle Wnm e and ny
sister in Boston.

Lucy shudders at the exposure. Archie steals a kiss.
EXT. UNI VERSI TY PLACE PARK - DAY
Sally and the baby cruise the park. They pass FRED DURKI N
who | ooks busy feeding pigeons. TW WOVEN stop and point.
As Sally pauses, they cone up to | ook at the baby fromthe
front of the carriage. Sally smles and nakes a novenent on
t he handl e.

CUT TO
| NSERT: BLACK AND WH TE PHOTO OF THE TWO WOVEN
Peering down at the baby.
Sally smles at the wonen, and quietly advances the canera.
Anot her WOMAN cones up, fromthe side. Sally smles at her
and nmakes a novenent adjusting the hood of the carriage.
| NSERT: BLACK AND VWH TE PHOTO OF WOVAN

Smling at the baby fromthe side of the carriage.

Sally extracts herself fromthe WOVAN and goes down the path.

A policeman nods at her. So does Orie Cather.

AN OM NOUS LOOKI NG MAN strolls towards the carriage. Fred
and Orie close in behind. Sally turns the carriage in
preparation to flee. But when the man gets there, he starts
maki ng goofy faces.

| NSERT: Beginning with the man, a series of photos of people
staring down into the carri age.

DI SSCLVE THROUGH TO
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63 | NT. SALLY'S LOFT - DAY 63
SALLY AND ARCHI E hang up photos to dry.
WPE TO
64 | NT. BROANSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY 64
A STACK OF PHOTCS

as Wl fe and Archie go through them Sally hovers in the
b.g, dressed in oddly sexy outfit.

ARCHI E
The canmera is concealed in the
Teddy Bear. See the eye - it's
a |l ens.

WOLFE
And it works by renote control ?

SALLY
| got the focusing down pat
yesterday. Anyone | ooking at
the baby froma distance of six
yards or less is going to get
shot in focus. | had a 16 mm
| ens but because of the
distort...

WOLFE
Madam |If you woul d focus.
(to Archie)
Did Ms. Val don recogni ze any
of these?

ARCHI E
Nope. But we're waiting on
reports from her husband's
friends.
W PE TO
64A ANGLE ON JULI AN HAFT - DAY 64A
who frowns and opens a packet of pictures.

W PE TO
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ANGLE ON BI NGHAM - DAY 64B

| ooks at the stack of picture. Then he smles his electric
smle, and begins to flip through them

W PE TO
ANGLE ON WLLI'S KRUG - DAY 64C

pondering a | ast picture, shaking his head. He reaches for
t he phone.

WPE TO

ANGLE ON ARCHI E - DAY 64D

hangi ng up the phone. He turns to Wl fe.
ARCHI E

Nope. Not one. Let's hope
today's crop is better.

Wl fe nods absently as he conpares the passages in two books.
Hi s desk is covered in books.

EXT. UNI VERSI TY PLACE PARK - DAY 65

Sally strolls past Saul who is reading a paper. He hears a
CAR STOP and | ooks over at the sound.

CLOSE ON A TAXI which has stopped at the curb. A wonman,
CAROCLE MARDUS, gets out and tells the cab to wait. She | ooks
and spies the carriage and wal ks towards it w th purpose.
She is a professional woman, wal ks with brisk assurance.

Saul wat ches her go past and casually slips in behind her.
Carol Mardus gets near Sally and the baby carriage. She
stops dead. Ten yards behind her, Saul notices that his
shoe needs tying and stops to tie it.

Carol wal ks up the baby carriage, stops. Sally smles and
wheel s the carriage around so she can take her picture.
Carol 1ooks blankly at the baby and turns and goes quickly.
Saul wat ches her go.

She gets in the taxi and takes off. Saul steps into the
street and notes the |icense plate.

| NT. BROMWNSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY 66

Archie is on the phone.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E
She took a cab there just to
see the baby? Let's find that
hacki e.

He hangs up. Then he junps up.
| NT. BROMSTONE - KI TCHEN - DAY 67

Archi e appears as Fritz and Wl fe confer over the newest
creation in shad roe.

FRI TZ
| f you cannot abi de onion, we
must have sonething to cut the

oi l.
WOLFE
Par sl ey.
(Fritz shakes his head)
Sorrel.

They | ook at each other - Eureka!

ARCHI E
Congratul ati ons. Your theory
that a woman who had a baby si x
nmont hs ago mght like to see
what it | ooks |ike was sound.
Two to one, we have hooked the
not her .

WOLFE
Satisfactory.

I NT. SALLY'S LOFT - DAY 68

Archie hel ps Sally take down pictures which have been drying
and nake a stack. Carol Mardus stares at us - but Archie
doesn't know that as he takes her down and adds her to the
st ack.

ARCH E (V. Q)
Monday nornings's crop was three
rolls. Twenty-siXx exposures
al t oget her, and one of them was
worth its weight in rubies.

| NT. BROWNSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY 69

Wl fe and Saul sit in the couch area. Wl fe has beer and
Saul has a bottle of Montrachet. They've been di scussing

( CONTI NUED)
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books and are surrounded by them Archie waits inpatiently
as Saul deals the pictures onto the desk deftly, then stops.

70
71

Archie takes it
in an envel ope.

He | eaves. Wl

OM TTED

SAUL
There. That's her.

, shows Carol Mardus to Wbl fe, then puts them

ARCHI E
|"msorry | had to interrupt
you gentlenmen. |If you need ne

you know M's. Val don's nunber.
Maybe she knows who this wonman
is. Stay out of ny desk, Saul.

fe and Saul | ook at each other.

SAUL
VWhen he first described her, he
said she was too thin for the
best curves.

WOLFE
Perhaps it is a variable
standard. Wlere were we?

SAUL
Heart of Darkness, the descent
i nto chaos.

| NT. VALDON MANSI ON - DAY

Cl ose on a pict

ure of Carol Mardus.

ARCH E (V.Q)
After the strain of appearing
in the press, | thought it would
cheer the client up to know the
Mot her Hunt m ght be over.

( CONTI NUED)
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LUCY
Car ol WMardus. | shoul d have
known.
ARCHI E

| have never seen you | ook beat
until now.

LUCY
Dick told ne it was all in the
past, but...when they were
toget her, you could still see

it. They weren't...tane.

ARCHI E
But it ended.

LUCY
Yes, when she got Manny Upton
to take Dick's stories. Manny
made her fiction editor and
t hen she was with Manny.

( CONTI NUED)
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LUCY ( CONT' D)
She left himto marry Wllis
Krug. That didn't |ast either.

ARCHI E
She wasn't on your |ist.

LUCY
| didn't think of her, not with
a baby. She actually told ne
t hat when she was married to
WIllis, she got pregnant and
got rid of it.

ARCHI E
But if she didn't want a baby,
why...?

LUCY
Because it was Dick's. | am
beat, Archie. Carol WNardus.

()

( CONTI NUED)
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He conforts her. *
ANGLE ON JULI AN HAFT - DAY 72

Openi ng a packet. He starts |ooking, frowning.

W PE TO
ANGLE ON BI NGHAM - DAY 73
shakes his head as he | ooks at pictures.

W PE TO
ANGLE ON WLLIS KRUG - DAY 74

Packages up the pictures, frowing. He reaches for the phone.

W PE TO

| NT. BROWNSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY T4A

Archi e hangs up the phone and turns to Wl fe. Saul is there,

reporting.

ARCHI E
Despite the fact that all of
t hem knew her, probably
bi blically, not one picked her
out of the pile.

WOLFE
She nust inspire either great
fear or the instinct to protect.

ARCHI E
| think she just got her hooks
i n deep.

WOLFE

Conti nue your report, Saul.

( CONTI NUED)



MOTHER HUNT 11-16-01 GREEN T4A 63
74A  CONTI NUED: T4A

SAUL
Carol WNMardus was absent from
her job at the Distaff for nearly
six nonths | ast year - on
vacation in Sarasota Florida.
On June 16th, she was admtted
to Sarasota General Hospital
under the name of Cl ara Wal dron
and gave birth to a baby boy.

WOLFE

Satisfactory.
ARCHI E

So the nother hunt is over.
WOLFE

It is not. It could be over.

But for that wonman. The dead
one. The one who gave you a
drink of water.

ARCHI E
Well, if Carol Mardus is the
mot her, she either killed her
or knows who di d.

WOLFE
How nmuch of Ms. Val don's noney
have we spent?

ARCHI E
Around fourteen grand.
WOLFE
Pfui. You will see Carol WMardus.
ARCHI E
No, sir, | won't. You wll. [
saw El |l en Tenzer. | saw Anne
Tenzer. | have seen M's. Val don
twenty tinmes to your once.
WOLFE
Was this not as you preferred

it?
The PHONE RINGS. Archie picks up.

ARCHI E
Nero Wl fe's office..

( CONTI NUED)
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CAROL (O S.)
You're Archie Goodw n?
ARCHI E
Ri ght .
CAROL (O S.)

You may have heard ny nane.
Car ol Mardus.

ARCHI E
Carol WMardus?
(on Wl fe's | ook)
Yes, | have.

W PE TO
{A&E: END ACT SI X}
75 | NT. BROWNSTONE - OFFI CE - DAY 75

Carol sits seductively in the red |eather chair. Wlfe |eans
back, regarding her. Saul is gone.

CARCL
When Leo told ne the great Nero
Wl fe was maki ng i nquiries about
me, | had to cone and hear them
for nyself.

WOLFE
You went to a lot of trouble to
keep the baby strictly private..

CARCL
Baby? What baby?

WOLFE
Ar chi e?

Archie gets the pic and hands it to her.

CARCLE
VWhat is this? Were...

WOLFE
There was a canmera attached to
t he baby carriage in Washi ngton
Square. W used it to trace
you to Sarasota Ceneral Hospital

She tears the print into little pieces.

( CONTI NUED)
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CARCL
My God! That's why she did
t hat . | knew she coul dn't have

t hought of it herself. You did
it.

WOLFE
Do you know M. Leo Bi nghant?

CARCL
O course. And he | oves ne
because I'ma tranp.

WOLFE
M. Julian Haft?

CARCL
We di ne together occasionally.

WOLFE
Are you intimate?

CARCL
He's the only man in New York
can eat with and then go hone
and read manuscri pts.

WOLFE
M. WIIlis Krug.

CARCL
So? | thought | wanted to go
tame for awhile and tried
marri age.

WOLFE
Al'l of the pictures taken were
shown to those three nen. Yet
none of themidentified you.

CARCL
Yeah? What touching |oyalty.
WOLFE
Is one of themthe father of
your baby?
CARCL

No.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Was Richard Val don the father?
(No reply.)
WI1l you answer ne, madan?
CARCL
No.
WOLFE

Did you | eave the baby in the
vesti bule of Ms. Val don's house
on El eventh Street?

(No reply.)
WI1l you answer?

CARCL
No.

WOLFE
VWere were you the night of
Ell en Tenzer was killed? WII
you answer ?

She gets up and wal ks out. Archie junps to open the door
for her. Then he |ooks at Wlfe.

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Grrr.

ARCHI E
That | ast question. It may
have been a little - uh - direct?

WOLFE
If she's the killer, it is as
well to informher that we have
connected the baby with the
death of Ellen Tenzer. s Ms.
Val don in danger? O the baby?
s Mss Mardus on her way there
now Wi th nurderous intent?

ARCHI E
No. | can't see it. But if
Leo Binghamtold Carol about
you, he may get the bright idea
to call Craner. And if Craner
connects Carol to Aunt El I en,
we | ose our |icenses, which
won't matter cause you can't
detect anything fromjail.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Tell Ms. Valdon to return to
the country. Escort her. Cone
back this evening. Tonorrow
we'll do sonething, | don't
know what .

ARCHI E
What about checking on Carol
Mardus for the night in question.

WOLFE
No! A jackass could do that.
Have | no imagination? No wit?
Am | a dolt?

ARCHI E
Don't ask nme. | mght answer.
76 | NT. COUNTRY COTTACE - N GHT

Archie and Lucy lie side by side and watch a fire.

She trails off.

ARCHI E
So there | was, all tied up
while the killer slips a cord
around ny neck, trying to
convi nce her two goons that she
wasn't a nan.

LUCY
VWhat el se did Carol say?

ARCHI E
|"ve given it to you word for
word. Tw ce.

LUCY
Wel |, what was she weari ng?

ARCHI E
Does that have sone bearing on
t he question of whether Richard
Val don is the father?

LUCY
| just want to know. | just...

Archie starts to speak. Doesn't.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCH E (V.Q)
| let it slide. No man with
any sense assunes that a woman's
words nean to her exactly what
they nmean to him

| NT. BROWNSTONE - KI TCHEN -- DAY

Fritz is placidly maki ng breakfast and Archie cones in.

ARCHI E
No word from upstairs?
FRI TZ
No, Archie.
ARCHI E
| guess | amgoing to have to
poke him
FRI TZ

Cour age, non Vi eux.

The PHONE RINGS. Archie grabs it.

ARCHI E
Nero Wl fe's kitchen.

SAUL (V.0QO.)
Archie. It's Saul. Are you
listening to the radio?

ARCHI E
The radi 0? No. | was brooding.
SAUL (V.Q)

Then |' m bad news.

| NT. BROWNSTONE - WOLFE' S BEDROOM - DAY

Wl fe is knotting his tie and has just picked up his jacket
when Archi e knocks and cones in.

Archi e sighs.

WOLFE
Yes.
Wl fe gl ares.
ARCHI E

Saul just phoned an item from
the eight-thirty news.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
The body of Carol Mardus was
found in an alley by a cop.
Strangled with a cord around
her neck, just |ike Aunt Ellen.

WOLFE
No.

ARCHI E
Yes.

Beat. Then Wl fe throws his jacket at Archie. Archie is so
surprised he doesn't catch it. He stares at Wl fe, who paces,
agitated. Wl fe goes to the house phone, lifts the receiver.

WOLFE
Theodore. Good Morni ng.
won't be with you in the plant
roons this norning.

He slans it down. He paces again. After half a dozen turns,
he picks up the jacket and stuffs his arns into it.

ARCHI E
Where are you bound for?

WOLFE
The plant roons, of course.

He heads for the door. Archie gets in his way.

ARCHI E
| f Craner shows up here, we can
no | onger say we have no evidence
of a nurder, because our nother
hunt has now caused two.

WOLFE
Pf ui .

ARCH E (V.Q)
Wl fe went to his plants.
phoned Lon Cohen for details.

EXT. STREET - DAY 79

ARCH E (V. Q)
Carol Mardus was nurdered | ess
than a bl ock from her exhusband's
apart nment .

( CONTI NUED)
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Manny Upton is brought to see the body.
tarp for himto see.

CARCL MARDUS

s not lovely ind
neck.

her
OM TTED
EXT. BROAMSTONE -

Archi e | eaves.

As

eath. Strangled with

A COP pulls back a

a cord around her

ARCH E (V. O.) (CONT' D)
Her enpl oyer cane to identify

STOOP (STUDIO) - DAY

ARCHI E (V. 0O.)

soon as | knew the facts, [

headed for the cottage.
want Lucy to find out fromthe

rad

i 0.

EXT. COUNTRY COTTAGE - FRONT - DAY

Lucy bolts out of

No.

| didn't

house. Archie cones after her.

LUCY
No!

ARCHI E

kay, it's tough. It's dam
gh. Al the ifs. But now
re are risks. So if you
want to turn | oose...

tou
t he

LUCY

| don't want to turn | oose.

You

The
t he
he?

ARCHI E
don't?

LUCY

man who killed them
baby in ny vesti bul e,

ARCHI E

Yes.

he put
didn't

( CONTI NUED)
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LUCY
Then | want Nero Wil fe to get
hi m
ARCHI E
The cops w il get himsooner or
| at er.
LUCY
| want Nero Wl fe to get him
ARCHI E
Al right. He wll. [I'"ll go
back to help him
(he turns to go. Then he
st ops.)
| just had an idea. | have one
a year. | mght possibly be
wal ki ng past the house and feel
like dropping in. My | have a
key?
Lucy reaches in her pocket and produces a key.
ARCHI E ( CONT' D)
Ni ne hundred and ni nety-nine
wonen out of a thousand woul d
have asked ne "Wy?".
She hands it to him They try hard to smle at each other.
OM TTED 82
AND
83
OM TTED 84
AND
85
| NT. BROANSTONE - HALLWAY - DAY 86

Archie is canped by the elevator waiting for Wlfe to cone
down fromthe plant roons. The elevator opens. Wl fe |ooks

at him Wat?

ARCHI E
Al right, boss. | call you
"boss" because | know it
irritates you, but that's part
of ny job.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Ar chi e.

ARCHI E
Ei t her get your genius to work
or call Cramer and enpty the
bag.

WOLFE
| npossi ble. This nurderer has
dared ne wth flagrant inpudence
and |, not the police, will be
the instrunment of his doom

The DOORBELL RINGS. They | ook down the hall.

| NSPECTOR CRAMER works a cigar on the other side of the gl ass.
Their heads jerk back and their eyes neet. They skedaddl e
to the kitchen.

87 | NT. BROWNSTONE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Archie and Wl fe nmake their way past Fritz who is sprinkling
sorrel with ice water He sees sonething is up. The DOORBELL
RINGS again. Wlfe turns at the back door.

WOLFE
M. Cramer is at the door and |
cannot talk with himw t hout
reveal ing that which | do not
want himto know. Put the chain
bolt on. Archie and | have
| eft and you don't know when
we'll return. I f he returns
with a search warrant you'll
have to admt him but tell him
not hi ng.

The DOORBELL RINGS. Fritz is frozen on the spot.

FRI TZ
But the shad roe..

WOLFE
Co.

FRI TZ

You realize this is the | ast
day of the season? There wll
be no nore until next year?

Wl fe growls and goes out. Archie foll ows.
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EXT. STREET - DAY 88

Wl fe and Archie energe fromthe alley. Wlfe takes to the
street. Archie follows.

ARCH E (V. Q)
He didn't know where he was
going, but he did it wth style.

WOLFE
Are we foll owed?
ARCHI E
W woul dn't be followed, we'd
be st opped.
WOLFE
Must it be a hotel ?
ARCHI E
(pull'ing out key)
No. | had an idea we m ght

need a dugout, so | asked Ms.
Val don for a key to her house.
It's two mles that way.

WOLFE
W will stop on the way for
accout er nents.

They wal k on.

W PE TO
OM TTED 89
OM TTED 90
| NT. VALDON MANSI ON - DAY 91

Archie lets hinself in. He signals to Wlfe and he cones in
carrying one small bag. Archie |ooks at himin disgust and
goes out again. He cones back, carrying four bags.

ARCHI E.
Four cheeses, corned beef,
sturgeon, anchovies, radishes,
scal l'ions, |enons, peaches,
pl uns, crackers, cream butter,
olives, and twelve bottles of
beer. Just enough to nake it
t hrough the night.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
Is this the Sal or rug?
ARCHI E
| doubt if you'll find any cl ues

t here.
Wl fe gets down wwth a rug in the hall.

WOLFE
Archie. This is not a Sal or.
It's an Agra using Sal or designs.
Late 18th Century. Wth an an
asynetrical knot. Not a Sal or!

ARCH E (V.Q)
Wl fe spent the next two hours
maki ng a tour of every rug in
t he house. He knew there was
only one way to get honme to his
orchids and his chair and his
unfini shed book. Wy wasn't he
wor ki ng?

92 I NT. VALDON MANSION - KITCHEN - DAY

Archie waits as Wl fe fusses over an el aborate platter of
cold cuts and crackers.

ARCH E
You' re pl ayi ng house.
(Wl fe ignores him
Look, sir. There are tines to
be eccentric...

Wl fe seats hinself. He doesn't want to spoil the meal with
busi ness, but he does.

WOLFE

Archie, tonorrow i s Sunday, and
we are boxed up here. W can't
even change our socks. Despite
this, I have been considering
Ms. Valdon. Please ask her to
cone this evening, alone. And -
since you're fumng - get Sau
here tonorrow norni ng.

ARCHI E
Right. Wsat for?

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
| am considering Ellen Tenzer's
niece. Anne, is it? If |
properly understood her nétier,
she repl aces office workers who
are tenporarily absent?

ARCHI E
Right. It was called Stopgap..
(then)
1’1l be dammed. | shoul d have

t hought of it nyself.

WOLFE
You were too busy fum ng.

Wl fe returns to his col dcuts.
{A&E: END ACT SEVEN}

W PE TGO
OM TTED 93
| NT. VALDON NMANSI ON - PARLOR - NI GHT 94
Wl fe reads a book by Dunne. Archie is listening to a bal
gane on the radio, nuch to Wl fe's annoyance. Lucy cones to
the door and watches them Archie sees her.

ARCHI E
You' re astoni shed that your

house i s not a mess with two
men loose init.

LUCY
You are conceited, but I |ike
you anyway.
WOLFE
(taki ng over)
Madam | thank you heartily

for this haven

LUCY
| hope, Sir, you have been
confortable.

WOLFE
| have never been nore
unconfortable in nmy life.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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Lucy | aughs at

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
No reflection on your hospitality
is intended; but M. Goodw n
and | are in a pickle.

LUCY
Agai n?

WOLFE
| need to see your husband's
friends. Can you get them here
tonorrow - w thout revealing
that | amhere? M. Upton may
need persuadi ng, but he is
essential. And M. Craner. |If
you would invite himas well.
Do you like eggs?

the incongruity. Wlfe scows.

WOLFE ( CONT' D)
Confound it, are eggs com cal ?
Do you know how to scranbl e
eggs, Ms. Val don?

LUCY
Yes, of course.

WOLFE
To use M. Goodwin's favorite
| ocution, one will get you ten
that you don't. [I'll scranble
eggs for your breakfast in the
nmorning and we'll see. Tell ne
forty mnutes before you're
r eady.

LUCY
Forty m nutes?

WOLFE
Yes. | knew you didn't know.

Archie stretches and yawns. They exchange a | ook.

LUCY
(to Wl fe)
M. WIlfe. You nust be

exhaust ed.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
No, no. A good book. A good
chair. Satisfactory, nadam

Wl fe's not |leaving. They can't either.
| NT. VALDON MANSION -- MORNI NG 95

Archie and Lucy cone down the stairs. She stops. They kiss
lightly. She sits. He holds up three fingers. She nods.
He goes ahead. He cones back and ki sses her again.

I NT. VALDON MANSION - KITCHEN - DAY 96

Archie enters the kitchen. Wlfe is watching the eggs as
they cook in the top of a double boiler. He acknow edges
Archie's presence. Lucy cones in. |It's all very proper,
except for the fact that the men haven't shaved.

W PE TO

The three of themeat. But Archie and Lucy are aware that
Wl fe is watching them

ARCHI E
Boss. | gotta admt: these are
fully up to Fritz's very best.
I"mgoing to tell him

LUCY
| guess | didn't know how to
scranbl e eggs.

| f Wl fe could beam he woul d.
WOLFE
O course, forty mnutes is
nore tinme than you coul d expect
a housew fe to spend scranbling

eggs, but it is inpossible to
do it to perfection in |ess.

The DOORBELL RINGS. Archie gets up and | eaves.

ARCHI E
Saul .

Wl fe and Lucy share a nonent.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE
| read sonething that m ght
i nterest you. A nonograph by
R P Arnmstead on the acidic effect
of the London fog on the | eaves
of flowering plants?

LUCY
Yes. M uncle published it
under his nane.

WOLFE

R P. Arnstead didn't wite it?
LUCY

No. | did.

(on his |o0k)
| wanted it to be taken
seriously.

Saul and Archie enter.

Wl fe

WOLFE
well, Saul ?

SAUL
| spoke with Fritz. Two Hom cide
di cks are canped out in your
of fice, snoking cigars.

sighs mghtily.
WOLFE
Ar chi e. G ve himMss Tenzer's
addr ess.

W PE TO

EXT. VALDON NMANSI ON - DAY

Manuel

Upt on approaches the door. Lucy answers with Sau

Panzer assi sting.

LUCY
Hell o, Manny. Wn't you cone
in? The others are here.

UPTON

O hers? Wsat is all this, Lucy.
Who is this man?

( CONTI NUED)
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LUCY
He works with Nero Wl fe.
UPTON
You're still involved with that

fat fool ?

He turns to | eave. Saul grabs him They struggle and then
Saul propels himinside.

SAUL
This way, sir.
CUT TO
| NT. VALDON MANSI ON - UPSTAI RS HALLWAY/ BEDROOM 98

Archie waits for his cue. He turns back to | ook through the
door of a bedroom W can see Wl fe and Anne Tenzer sitting
stiffly, one on the bed, one in a chair.

ARCH E (V. Q)
In all nmy years wwth Wl fe that
was the only tine to ny know edge
that he was alone with a woman

in a bedroom I|'mnerely
reporting, not insinuating.
After all, he was only

acquainting her with the script.
Lucy appears from downstairs.

LUCY
They're all here.

Archi e | ooks back at Wl fe and signals. Wl fe and Anne Tenzer
get up and pass between themon their way downstairs. Archie
and Lucy pause before foll ow ng.

LUCY ( CONT' D)
| keep thinking. This tinme

tomorrow, I will no longer be a
cllen;. No nmore busi ness
rel ati ons.

ARCHI E

That's why |'ve nmade reservations
at the Flam ngo Club for tonorrow
night. It's tine the world knew
you coul d dance.

( CONTI NUED)
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LUCY
Are you flirting with nme, Archie.
ARCHI E
(he sm | es and gestures)
Ms. Val don.
LUCY
M. Goodw n.
They go down.
| NT. VALDON NMANSION - LIVING ROOM - DAY 99

Cranmer chonps on his cigar and glares at Bi ngham Upton,
Haft and Krug, who mutter conplaints. Saul stands near Upton.

CRAMER
Panzer. \Wat are you doing
here? Whose little party is
this?

WOLFE
M ne.

Craner's opens his nmouth to shout as Wl fe parades in with
Archie and Lucy. On a look fromWlfe, he controls hinself.

UPTON
Arrest them That's a fornal
demand. They have ne here
against ny wll.

WOLFE
Don't be an ass. I|I'mgoing to
name a nurderer, and M. Craner

knows it.
Wl fe goes to his chair. Cramer knows how to cover

CRAMER
Yeabh. Yeabh.

Craner sits. Archie sits next to Upton. On a |look from
Wl fe, Saul goes out to be with Anne Tenzer.

WOLFE
When Carol Mardus needed to get
rid of her baby, she enlisted
the help of a friend, a man.
Let us call him"X".

( CONTI NUED)
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UPTON
Make it Z. X bas been
over wor ked.

WOLFE
(tgnoring him
It was a fatal ni stake. For X
was one of the few who had been
denied her intimate favors and
he resented it.

UPTON
Such purpl e prose.

WOLFE
When she told himthat R chard
Val don was the father, he
i ndul ged hinself in a prank. He
left the baby and a note in
Ms. Val don's vesti bul e.

Bl NGHAM
God. What a story this is. |Is
anyone getting it down?

WOLFE
When Ell en Tenzer comruni cat ed
to X that we were on his trail,
he strangled her. The prank
was perm ssible. But the threat
of its disclosure was not.
After her talk with me, Mss
Mardus did what El |l en Tenzer
had done; she was probably

scor nf ul

UPTON
OH BLAH. Bl ah, bl ah, bl ah,
bl ah.

CRAMER

Wait a mnute. You' re saying
this is the sane baby that was
boarded by Ell en Tenzer?

WOLFE
Yes. | see this won't do. [
must nane him Archie.

Archi e goes to the door and signals. Saul Panzer enters
with Anne Tenzer.

( CONTI NUED)
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WOLFE ( CONT' D)

This is Anne Tenzer, the niece
of Ellen Tenzer. She works for
an Enpl oynent Service and fills
tenporary vacancies at the senior
executive | evel.

(to Anne)
Look around, M ss Tenzer. |Is
there anyone in this roomyou
have ever worked for?

ANNE
Ch. Hello, M. Haft. He's the
presi dent of Parthenon Press.

Over | appi ng cues.

M. Haft can't

HAFT
What ? I's this one of your fanous
dramas, M. Wl fe?

ANNE
Don't you renenber nme, M. Haft?
It was the last two weeks in
June and the first week in July.

HAFT
|'ve heard of your tactics and
|"mnot putting up with them

WOLFE
Did you di scuss your Aunt Ellen's
work with M. Haft?

ANNE
Well, | rmust have. Because
when he called ne |ast January,
it was to find out if Aunt Ellen
still boarded babies. D d it
work out, M. Haft?

HAFT
She's lying. [|'ve never..

keep his hands still.
WOLFE

Do you contradict her? Do you
say she lies?

( CONTI NUED)
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HAFT
| don't say she lies. | say
she's m staken. She m stook ne
for sonmeone el se.

WOLFE
Puerile. Either acknow edge
the facts and call her a liar,
or...

HAFT
| call you a liar.

WOLFE
And you are a dunce. M. Craner.
Ask M. Upton if Carol Mardus
told himwho hel ped her dispose
of the baby. He was her
enpl oyer. He would not allow
her a six nonth vacation w thout
aski ng why.

UPTON
Julian. I'msorry. You can't
expect me to...

Haft keeps trying to take the cheaters off, but his hands
are trenbling so, he can't manage it.

HAFT
Ch God. ©Oh god, oh god, oh
god.

WOLFE

M. Haft. You are a nalignant

i npudent worm but now that |
have exposed you, | offer advice:
go prepare your defense. There
nmust be traces - letters,
cancel ed checks, a stray hair
in your car - it is a sinple
matter to produce evi dence when
you know whom you are | ooking
for. Wll, go. Aren't you

goi ng?

CRAVER
You know damm wel |l he's not
goi ng. Nobody i s.

Bl NGHAM
Good god, this is brutal.

( CONTI NUED)
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CRAMER

Al of you - |I'msending for
cars and I'mtaking you all to
the District Attorney's office.

(to Wl fe)
Especially you. You never | eave
your house, huh? Now that you've
left it you'll go back when
say so.

Wl fe ignores himand goes to Lucy.

WOLFE
Ms. Valdon. You have i ndul ged
me and | am behol den to you.
Go to your roomand bolt the
door, In M. Cramer's present
nmood, he will insist that you
acconpany us, and there is no
reason for that.

Lucy, who is not dunb, nods and | eaves the room

He herds Wl fe

CRAMER
Al right. W've had our little
triunph, Wlfe. Let's go!

to the door. Archie grabs Haft.

ARCHI E
M. Craner. | realize that
this is now your nonent of
triunph, but don't you think
you shoul d take the murderer
al ong with you?

EXT. VALDON NMANSI ON - DAY

Two police cars are there, lights flashing. Craner cones
| eading Nero Wl fe. He signals, and several

down t he steps,

NEWSMVEN wi t h FLASHBULBS conme and follow themto the car.

Wl fe | ooks neither to the right or to the left but heads to

a car and gets

in. Cranmer enjoys every nonent of it.

ARCHI E (V. Q)
It took eight hours to sort
things out. But as soon as he
made the case, Wlfe returned
to the Brownstone, got into bed
and didn't energe for four days.
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101 | NT. BROWNSTONE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Archi e takes a piece of scrapple and contenpl ates the
pl easantness of |ife as he reads the paper.

He gets Archie's plate, and returns it with a slice of hot

scrappl e.

Archi e eats.

ARCH E (V.Q)
The jury wasn't inpressed with
Haft's executive job title and
voted unani nously to send him
to the chair.

FRI TZ
| didn't expect you down until
|ater, Archie. You said you
were going to the Flam ngo.

ARCHI E
There you go, Fritz, circling
around again. You could just
ask why | cane hone early.

FRI TZ
Bien. | ask.
ARCHI E
Good. | answer. The baby had

a tenperature and ny conpani on
was worried about it. A worried
not her shoul d not be danci ng.
Does that cover it?

FRI TZ
Qui .

FRI TZ ( CONT' D)
He is worried, too, Archie. He
thinks there is a danger that
you may nmarry that wonman.

ARCH E
| know he does and that suits
me fine. After a nonth or so
of it, I'll be able to hit him
for a raise

Fritz wisely decides to keep his counsel

THE END
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